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Letter from the President, Carl Sorgatz

Meeting Calendar

Summertime Happenings In and Around Winfield
As this summer has certainly heated up, so have many activities and
projects. I encourage you to get out and enjoy the amenities that
Winfield has to offer. Whether it’s the many miles of bike/walking trails,
outdoor dining at our local restaurants, supporting our local
businesses, the Wednesday Farmers Market, or attending fun events like the Criterium
and Summerfest and Good Old Days - have a fun and enjoyable summer!

► Riverwalk Committee
3rd Monday
► Bikeways Planning Group
4th Monday
► Plan & Zoning Commission
1st Wednesday
► Marketing & Communications

New Development in Winfield

Commission

The Casey’s gas station and convenience store should finally start construction this

2nd Wednesday

summer with a completion date anticipated to be late December. Adjacent to the Casey’s
location will be an available site for additional retail/restaurant development.

► Public Works
4th Wednesday

► Village Board

Town Center Apartments located just south of the Winfield Creek on the east side of
Winfield road has started construction. This will be a ten-unit apartment building bringing
more residents to support our local Town Center businesses.

1st & 3rd Thursday
► Administration & Finance
2nd Saturday - 9 AM
Meetings begin at 7 PM unless noted.

Winfield Riverwalk Phase Two Underway
Phase Two construction of the Winfield Riverwalk is now underway. With an anticipated
completion date at the end of August 2022, this phase will bring more amenities and
entertainment opportunities to our community. Included in Phase Two will be a second
picnic pavilion, a bocce ball court, a bags court, two permanent restrooms located on the
northwest corner of the Northwestern Parking Deck, and a bandshell. This is in addition to
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the amenities already completed in Phase One.
Results of the recent advisory referendum question found a majority of Winfield residents
support the formation of a community events commission to coordinate expansion of
public events in Winfield, and the Village is moving in this direction. The Bandshell brings
to Winfield the opportunity for numerous musical and community events. With a lawn
seating area capacity of 600 plus in front of the bandshell, larger events will be able to be
held at the Winfield Riverwalk. When Phase Two is completed, the Winfield Riverwalk will
comprise an area from Highlake Road all the way to the Ronald McDonald House.
Continued on page 6...

www.villageofwinfield.com

Winfield Criterium & Summerfest
Sunday, July 24th
See page 6 for details.

Winfield Voters Strongly Endorse
Town Center Financing Plan

“I couldn’t be prouder of the trust Winfield residents have

Winfield residents, including those living within the boundaries

for a new Town Center,” said Winfield Village President Carl

of School District 34 (SD 34), voiced overwhelming support

Sorgatz. “The voters have spoken and affirmed the Village is

for using revenue generated from the new Northwestern-

using the most sensible financial instrument to realize our

Central DuPage Hospital (CDH) parking deck to finance the

vision for downtown Winfield.”

placed in our stewardship of local tax dollars and our vision

redevelopment of Town Center. By a margin of more than
5 to 1, local voters favored adopting this new revenue stream
to revitalize downtown Winfield, rather than raising
homeowner property taxes.
On the June 28 Primary ballot were two local advisory
questions related to the proposed Tax Increment Finance
(TIF) district. The TIF is designed to utilize property tax
revenue from the parking deck for a new Town Center.
This parking deck revenue is the result of successful
negotiations by the Village concluding in 2020, which resulted
in CDH agreeing to place the new parking deck on the tax

The results from Winfield voters also demonstrate that

rolls, even though as a nonprofit institution they were not

SD 34’s lawsuit against the establishment of the TIF is

obligated to do so. In November 2021, SD 34 filed a lawsuit

dramatically out of step with the will of local voters. “I’ve

attempting to block the TIF and redirect the Village’s Town

always had confidence that Winfield residents know a good

Center development funds to other taxing bodies, primarily

deal when they see and understand one,” said Village

the schools.

Trustee Debra Piscola. “I hope the School District 34 Board

Referendum Results

will recognize the vast majority of Winfield residents, both
within SD 34 and throughout the Village as a whole, want to

Shall the Village of Winfield redevelop Town Center by

develop Town

SD 34 filed a lawsuit attempting to

using property taxes from the new Central DuPage

Center without

block the TIF and redirect the Village’s

Hospital (CDH) parking deck, instead of raising your

raising taxes and

Town Center development funds to

taxes?

end this needless

other taxing bodies, primarily the

lawsuit”

schools.

84 % YES

16% NO

Shall the Village of Winfield provide adequate facilities
for our police officers and staff to ensure public safety
for residents?

69% YES

31% NO

The second advisory question asked whether “the Village of
Winfield should provide adequate facilities for our police

officers and staff to ensure public safety.” Here, Winfield
residents voted by more than a 2 to 1 margin to affirm their
support for these essential facilities and services, which
support not only the residential community but also the
schools, businesses, parks and other institutions. Revenue
from the TIF can be used to build a new police station and
village hall, which will open their current location for economic
development.

Village of Winfield Wins First Round in
TIF Lawsuit Filed by Winfield School District 34
In a ruling delivered on June 14, an Illinois judge rejected one
of the key arguments put forth by Winfield School District 34

in its lawsuit seeking to prevent the Village of Winfield from
establishing Town Center Tax Increment Financing District
#2 (TIF #2). DuPage County Circuit Court Judge Bonnie
Wheaton granted a partial summary judgment requested by
the Village, ruling that state law does not prohibit the Village
from establishing a new TIF with land parcels that were in a
previously existing TIF.
Continued on page 3...
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Village of Winfield Wins First Round - Continued from page 3
The lawsuit has stymied redevelopment in Winfield Town Center and prevented the
Village from constructing a badly needed police department/municipal center to

address public safety needs.
The judgement resolves a substantial portion of the case, which now hinges on SD
34’s claim that the area within TIF 2 does not meet certain criteria in the TIF Act.
Resolving this remaining issue could drag the lawsuit out for years, costing even more
taxpayer dollars from both the Village and SD 34. The Village estimates that at least
$495,000 has already been spent by both sides in legal fees, staff time, and other
expenses related to SD 34’s lawsuit. This is the opportunity cost to all of Winfield, reflecting public resources wasted by this
deceptive lawsuit, which is not supported by residents and now being ruled against in court.
“This ruling brings the Village one step closer to resolving SD 34’s misguided lawsuit, which unfortunately has already cost
Winfield residents dearly,” said Village President Carl Sorgatz. “For the good of our shared community, we hope this

development will make the SD 34 Board more willing to work with their fellow taxing bodies to find a resolution outside the
courtroom. The sooner we can put an end to this lawsuit, the sooner we can grasp a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to address
Winfield’s pressing economic and public safety needs - without raising
property taxes.”
TIF 2 is the lynchpin of the Village’s Town Center redevelopment plan,
which is based on an agreement negotiated with Central DuPage Hospital
(CDH) to deliver approximately $22 million in funding and to serve as a
partner in developing extensive commercial projects. To accommodate
increased visitors and staff, CDH has constructed a parking deck in the
Village that would normally be exempt from property taxes due to CDH’s
non-profit status.
However, under Winfield’s agreement, CDH will place the deck on the
property tax rolls for a minimum of 20 years, with the understanding this tax
revenue will contribute to the Village’s redevelopment plans through the
new TIF District.

More TIF information can be found on page 4!

Village Continues Performance Streaks

27 Years Running

Winfield has again be cited for excellent financial controls,

Congratulations to the Finance Department for earning the

and also zero accident claims by Public Works employees

Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) audit

working in the field!

award for excellence in financial reporting! Winfield has

Village Receives Top Safety Award

received the industry’s top honor from the GFOA for twenty-

The Village of Winfield is an active member of the
Intergovernmental Risk Management Agency (IRMA), a
local government insurance risk pool. Village has prioritized
risk management, and our Public
Works Department has received
the Zero Accident Award for the
fourth year in a row without a claim.
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seven consecutive years!
The Village also received its fourth GFOA award in the new
category for Popular Annual Financial Reports (PAFR). This
report is specifically designed to be easily understood by the
general public. The
report can be found on
the Finance page of the
Village website.

Winfield Resident Letters Overwhelmingly
Support Village’s Proposed TIF 2,
Demanding SD 34 End Remaining Lawsuit Now

“Winfield residents are nobody’s fool,” said Village President

Over the last several months, residents of Winfield have

lacking merit, short-sighted, destructive and irresponsible.”

expressed their strong views about School District 34’s
ill-advised legal action against the Village concerning the
funding of Town Center redevelopment. In a remarkable
display of voluntary citizen action, Winfield residents have
written dozens of letters to SD 34 and the Village calling for
the school board to end its frivolous lawsuit and stop wasting
precious public resources.
As of July 1, letters are running almost 4 -1 in favor of the
Village’s plan to accept Central DuPage Hospital’s offer to

place their new parking deck on the tax rolls and use a tax
increment financing district (TIF) to receive those new dollars
for Town Center development. Only 21 percent of the letters
support SD 34’s lawsuit.

Carl Sorgatz. Quoting from the actual letters, “They clearly
view the actions of the school board as counter-productive,

Interestingly, the letters are not just a critique of the school
board’s reckless actions. Residents believe that a vibrant
downtown is essential to Winfield’s future, and they are
confident the TIF approach is the way to make it happen.
The letters also reference other nearby communities that
have also used TIF financing to successfully accomplish
their economic and municipal development goals.
Further, Winfield residents identify their concerns about the
deficient work environment for public safety, and the
inadequacies and unsafe conditions of the police station and
Village Hall. Residents hold that all taxing bodies should
support public safety infrastructure.
No less significant is many of the letters tell both the Village
and school
board to get
back to the
bargaining
table.
Winfield

What’s striking is these numbers are not the results of a poll
but are the outcome of local citizens taking the time to write
thoughtful letters about a relatively complicated subject. “This
is an organic response from Winfield residents who are
outraged by the school board’s insistence on litigation over
responsible negotiation,” said Trustee Deb Piscola. “If the
views of letter writers so strongly favor the Village’s position,
imagine what the quiet majority of residents are thinking.”

residents
plainly want
to see the
issue
resolved with
respectful
negotiation not through
expensive
litigation.

Make your voice heard!
If you want Town Center developed without raising your taxes, we encourage you to make your voice heard with both the
Village and SD 34 Boards.
Contact the Village: cbarrett@villageofwinfield.com
Contact SD 34: mrich@winfield34.org OR via a Google form at tinyurl.com/winfield34boardcomment
All messages sent to the Village will be read at the next Board meeting.
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Village Spotlight

Craig, and his wife Tara, founded The Written Word Center

Craig Chapman joined the Marketing and

for Dyslexia and Learning located in downtown Wheaton.

Communication Commission in 2019. He is

The business serves K-12 students, parents, and educators

most proud of the Village of Winfield

in the surrounding communities.

branding initiative that resulted in a new logo and tag line,

Prior to starting his own business,

“bringing clarity and consistency to what the Village stands

Craig worked at Sears and

for now and into the future.” He hopes the Commission can

JCPenney. He climbed the

continue to guide the Village in developing its communication

corporate ladder at JCPenney for

and marketing strategies. Craig was also on the Winfield

twenty-five years, including serving

Riverwalk Committee from 2017 to 2019. He helped to

as a Brand Director. Craig then

design and manage the Riverwalk’s website and Facebook

moved over to Sears where he acted as Director of Shop

page. Craig also drove the establishment of their brand

Your Way Loyalty Marketing for three years.

standards and guidelines.

Craig arrived in Winfield in 2013. He loves the history and

In addition to volunteering for the Village, Craig has been on

quaintness of Winfield. “Winfield is a great place to raise a

the Board of Directors of the Wheaton Chamber of

family and get connected with the community.” He found a

Commerce for the last three years. “I am a small business

“big opportunity to give back and be involved through

owner, so I understand the importance of supporting small

volunteering.” In his free time, Craig enjoys traveling, visiting

businesses within our community.” With his extensive

local restaurants, and biking the forest preserve trails. Craig

leadership experience in retail, marketing, small business,

and Tara have an adult son, Riley, who graduated from

and nonprofit organizations, he feels the need to give back

Loyola University-Chicago and is currently working as an

by sharing his time and talents.

Operations Manager for Amazon.

Quick
Bits

❖ According to results of the 2020 Census, the percentage of Winfield residents with high school diplomas
has steadily grown over the last 20 years from 92% to 99%. During that same time span the percentage of
residents with bachelor or advanced degrees has increased from 46% to 63%.
❖ The census also reveals by far the most significant shift in resident categories of employment since 2000
has been a 20% increase in management, business, and science & arts occupations.

Consumer Confidence Report

Good Old Days 2022 - Double Nickel - It’s a Pickle

The Annual Water Quality Report for the Village of Winfield,

Good Old Days is back again with fun for the whole family!

can be viewed on the Village website at

The 55th annual fall festival runs from September 9 - 11 with

www.villageofwinfield.com. As in years

a parade on Sunday the 11th at

past, the Village tap water again exceeded

1 PM. There will also be carnival rides,

all state and federal health standards!

food, live music, trolley rides, and

Water Conservation
To promote conservation, the Village has implemented the
following water conservation measures:
•

•

more! For more information, visit:
www.winfieldgoodolddays.com.

Road Work Delay

From May 15 - September 15, watering can only occur

Like all of Chicagoland, this year’s roadwork schedule has

from 4 PM to 10 AM on odd/even numbered days that

been delayed by the quarry operators strike in our region,

correspond to property addresses.

leaving asphalt plants without the materials they

Sod/seed cannot be planted between July 1 and

need. The Village’s contractor will start on

September 1 without a permit.

planned sidewalk and curb repairs while the
strike is being resolved.
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Continued from page 1...
Winfield Criterium and Summerfest returns again
Join us for some summer fun and cycling excitement as the Winfield Criterium & Summerfest returns for its second year on

Sunday, July 24th. Criterium-style cycling races are short closed courses that make it easy to watch. The Criterium features 11
pro and amateur men’s and women’s races. All day racing will be partnered with family-friendly fun in our Kidz Zone, along with
a face painter, balloon artist, big inflatable kids obstacle course, giant Jenga game, a family ride, nine food trucks, a beer trailer,
merchant sales, and more in a festival atmosphere. Please see the map
detailing the locations of the race course, Kidz Zone, and Food and Beer
court. The July 24th event is stop two of the Intelligentsia Cup Chicago
series. More information can be found at the following websites:
thewinfieldfoundation.org or intelligentsiacup.com/schedule/winfield/.
Cantigny Park – Alebrijes Creatures of a Dream World
Visit Cantigny park and see 48 fantastic sculptures inspired by Mexican
folklore and created by six Mexican artists from Mexico City who traveled
to Cantigny to assemble their works of art. These sculptures are spread
out throughout the park. Go and explore the beautiful grounds of Cantigny
and see the Alebrijes. Find out more at cantigny.org.

Carl Sorgatz
Village President
630-534-0856
csorgatz@villageofwinfield.com

We would love to hear from you!
We hope you will take the time to jot down any questions, comments, suggestions, or opinions regarding the Village. Your
comments are appreciated. Mail your responses to the Village of Winfield, 27W465 Jewell Road, Winfield, IL 60190 or drop
it off in the Village collection box located behind the Village Hall or email us at: info@villageofwinfield.com.

ELECTED OFFICIALS
President, Carl Sorgatz

630-534-0856

csorgatz@villageofwinfield.com

27W338 Churchill Road

Trustee, Phil Hardy

630-386-6922

phardy@villageofwinfield.com

1N120 Timber Ridge Drive

Trustee, Dennis Hogan

630-890-1774

dhogan@villageofwinfield.com

0S035 Lee Court

Trustee, Emily Jacobs

630-933-7100

ejacobs@villageofwinfield.com

27W405 Melrose Lane

Trustee, Dan Janowick

708-228-0387

djanowick@villageofwinfield.com

0N261 Winfield Road

Trustee, Don Longacre

630-933-7100

dlongacre@villageofwinfield.com

0N623 Courtney Lane

Trustee, Debra Piscola

630-901-0752

dpiscola@villageofwinfield.com

0N267 Ethel Street

Clerk, Nicole Cannizzo

630-209-3818

ncannizzo@villageofwinfield.com

27W452 Waterford Drive

Village of Winfield ▪ 27W465 Jewell Road ▪ Winfield, IL 60190 ▪ (630) 933-7100
Office Hours ▪ Monday - Friday 8AM to 4:30 PM
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