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Letter from the President, Carl Sorgatz
The following is an abridged version of the annual State of the Village delivered by President
Sorgatz on April 12.
As we look back over the last year through the ups and downs of COVID's effect on our lives, one
thing is clear—we persevered. We stayed true to our principles of fiscal responsibility, efficiency,
and transparency. The result is that one year after our centennial, Winfield remains strong and
vibrant, with a high quality of life and a bright future.

Finance
Once again, our budget is balanced. The Village still maintains a high credit rating of Aa2 which is due to our low debt and strong
financial position. Also, Winfield continues to have one of the lowest property tax rates in DuPage County. We collect only 4% of
each tax bill.

Infrastructure/Capital Improvements
During FY 2022, ending April 30th, we will complete approximately $1.4
million of work, including High Lake Road bridge maintenance, the Winfield
Riverwalk, sanitary sewer maintenance, as well as water main and well
pump replacement.
In FY 2023, the Village has budgeted $4.7 million for capital improvements,
with the largest expenditures going to major road resurfacing, water meter
replacement and the Beecher Avenue bridge replacement (Winfield’s share
of the bridge project is about 20%, with the remainder coming from federal,
state and county resources).

Supporting Local Businesses
The challenges presented by COVID required the Village to take critical
actions to support our local small businesses. Working with the Greater
Winfield Chamber of Commerce and other volunteers, we funded facade
grants and streetscape improvements, new antique district signage and
engaged in business promotion programs. We also relaxed some restaurant
regulations for carry-out and outdoor dining, provided financial support for
restaurants and reduced commuter parking permit fees.
Continued on page 2...
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Cost of District 34 Litigation Rises

New Economic Development

Winfield Town Center

Last July also saw the opening of Winfield Station, a 163-unit

When my colleagues and I came into office three years ago,

high-end apartment building now 89% leased and 73%

we said economic development and specifically, the

occupied. This successful project shows the strong demand,

revitalization of Winfield's Town Center, would be a

despite COVID, for transit-oriented development that will

cornerstone of our agenda. For too long, our community's

support our Town Center businesses.

downtown has languished. While other commercial corridors

The new Central DuPage Hospital parking deck is now
open. This $32 million investment by CDH also provides
parking for Village weekend events. A daycare center on

and Town Centers in surrounding communities have thrived,
the area that should be the focal point of Winfield has not
met its potential.

the first floor is opening next spring with a restaurant to

Our Town Center has great assets, and, despite the

follow.

challenges of our post-COVID economy, we remain
committed to nurturing a new Town Center that attracts
residents, employees and visitors to shop, eat, work and be

entertained.
When one considers the spending power surrounding our
downtown (well over 10,000 daily employees/ visitors to
CDH, the DuPage Government complex and Cantigny), we
Most important, because of negotiations with CDH, the
parking deck has been placed on the tax rolls for 20 years

are confident Winfield can attract the right mix of retail,
commercial, institutional and residential growth.

to fund TIF #2 for the development of Town Center and

To spur development, the Village created TIF #2 to accept

also benefit the other taxing bodies.

the new dollars from the CDH parking deck. CDH is now a

Phase I of the Riverwalk, completed last fall, includes a
pollinator garden, the Bill Brach Pavilion (donated by the
Knights of Columbus), connections to the West Branch

development partner with the Village for Town Center. And,
the Village can manage this new economic activity -

without raising your taxes!

DuPage River Trail, workout stations, bike repair station,
as well as a canoe/kayak launch.
Phase Il was recently approved by the Village Board and
CDH, our project partner. Phase Il includes many new
amenities and
Winfield's first
Band Shell.
We are in the
early stages of

planning events
for late summer/
early fall.
At Roosevelt and Winfield Roads, Casey’s gas station/
convenience store is to begin construction this summer.
This project should be a catalyst for renewed interest in
additional commercial development.

At the same time, an obsolete facility plagues our police
station and Village Hall and has a substantial impact on
public safety. In March, the Village Board heard from police
personnel and Williams Architects about the serious
structural problems.
The current site of Winfield’s Village Hall is better suited for
private development because of its proximity to the Metra
Station. Relocating municipal operations will add the current
site to the tax rolls and provide new property tax revenues for
Continued on page 3...
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the Village and schools. After reviewing options with Williams Architects, the
most prudent site to build a new municipal center is at the corner of
High Lake & Jewell. TIF #2 can finance the new public safety facility and
municipal building—without raising your taxes!
Relocation will convert the current Municipal Center site to a revenue
generating parcel near the Metra Station. The impact will be felt even for
properties outside of the TIF district. A thriving Town Center with excellent
public safety will enhance all property values - and that will help local schools.
Already, a three-story anchor building is under construction, with the shell
being completed by October. The top two floors are leased to CDH medical practices. The 1 st floor is designated for retail,
restaurant, commercial use - tenant buildout of this space and surrounding parcels could be assisted by having access to
TIF funds.

Economic Development Role for the Village
A key role of municipal government – and the expertise vested in the Trustees and Village management – is to steer and
finance the future development of the community. This is evident from the powers assigned to us in state TIF law.
I am confident in the Village Trustees and Village Manager—a responsible, imaginative team of professionals who have the
best interests of Winfield’s residents and businesses as their number one priority. Together, they make Winfield one of the
most desirable places to live and work in Chicagoland.
What we are not trying to do is suggest how to run local
schools. That is not our role. Our local school districts all
have admirable leadership teams who work in concert with
their respective boards to achieve academic excellence.
We will endeavor to find new funding streams, through
development, to benefit the schools as we have with TIF #1
and now TIF #2. But we understand schools are to be run by
their management leaders. Similarly, we expect the school
districts to avoid trying to become an economic development
agent or local finance department and instead leave that to
your elected Village officials and management.
I believe we can work together and remain true to the roles we were elected or hired to perform and together we can make
Winfield an even better place for the future.

I also want to express my sincere appreciation to all those who tirelessly serve the people of Winfield: The Village Board, our
staff led by Village Manager Curt Barrett, our police department led by Chief Dave Schar, as well as our volunteers on
Village committees, commissions, boards and service groups. You all are what makes WINFIELD, A PLACE TO DISCOVER!

Carl Sorgatz
Village President
csorgatz@villageofwinfield.com
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Village Spotlight

Remember to get your permit!

For the last four years, Aroon Tungare has

The following projects require permits:
• Decks and patios
• Gazebos
• Driveways
• Swimming pools
• Roofing and siding
• Underground sprinklers
• Some sheds

volunteered on the Public Works Committee.
He is motivated by a desire to give back to
the community. The Public Works Committee is an advisory
body that makes recommendations to the Village Board. The
committee focuses on issues both large and small - including
major capital improvement projects like resurfacing of village
streets, purchase of major equipment, fixing potholes,
addressing resident complaints regarding storm water run-off,
etc. Aroon believes that the village has a small but highly
competent public works staff. The committee’s proudest
accomplishment during his tenure has been the timely

maintenance of village Infrastructure.
Aroon and his wife Rita
moved into Winfield’s Klein
Creek subdivision in 1997.
Their daughters attended
local public schools, and
today, Alisha is a chemical
engineer and Samira is an

2022 Road Resurfacing
This summer’s road resurfacing project consists of grind/
overlay, curb and gutter replacement, stormwater sewer
replacement, pavement markings, restoration, or ditching on

the following streets:
Street

From/To

Summit Drive

Beecher Avenue to Gary’s Mill Road

East Street

Roosevelt Road to Manchester Road

Washington Ave

Forest Street to Jefferson Street

Madison Street

Manchester Road to Washington Avenue

Child Street

Madison Street to Jefferson Street

electrical engineer.
Aroon believes that “Winfield is a hidden gem among Chicago
suburbs.” With access to good K-12 schools, healthcare,
parks, and recreation, he views Winfield as “a great place to
raise a family.” It was his wife who encouraged Aroon to
volunteer on the Public Works Committee. She recently
retired as the Director of Community & Economic Development for the City of St. Charles.
Aroon holds a bachelor’s degree in Chemical Engineering
from the Indian Institute of Technology. He received his Ph.D.
in Chemical Engineering from Syracuse University in upstate
New York. In his professional life, Aroon is the CEO of
NODABL Networks. NODABL is a tech startup based out of

Texas. The company designs, installs, and operates private
LTE and 5G broadband networks. The company’s customers
include private enterprises and local governments across the
country. Prior to NODABL, Aroon held various leadership
roles at Motorola and managed research teams in U.S.,

2022 Construction Map

Germany, South Korea, and China for the company. Aroon

Map Showing Age of all Village Streets

and Rita also enjoy hiking and spending time as snowbirds in

We appreciate your patience during construction!

Scottsdale, Arizona.
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Decades of Village Development Efforts at a Climax with TIF #2
Issues around Town Center
redevelopment and TIFs have been

front-and-center over the last
several months, but they are by no
means new. Rather, they represent
the culmination of a long series of
development efforts undertaken
over the years by current and
former Village Boards. These efforts
have sought to overcome the
inherent challenges in developing
our Town Center. Consider our
relatively small population, a

somewhat awkward layout of streets and land parcels, accelerating CDH expansion and the legacy of a time when some
opposed commercial development. To be sure, Town Center also has advantages, including strong sources of potential
customers from CDH and neighboring communities, as well as our Metra stop.
One important role of Village government is to give

“Let no one tell you otherwise, Town Center is far and away the biggest

economic development a “push” when needed. The

growth and revenue opportunity for Winfield. Because of the TIF, we are in

establishment of TIF #1 in 2004 was significant,

the position to consolidate properties and incentivize businesses to come into

allowing the Village to purchase and consolidate

downtown.”

some land parcels, attract and maintain businesses

Former Village President Deborah Birutis, November 2011 Winfield Word

and institute public improvements. We are still reaping the benefits of TIF #1 today, as demonstrated by the success of the
Winfield Station apartments and construction of the Town Center #1 building.
TIF #1 set the Village on a path to realize our development goals. Anyone taking a stroll through Town Center today can see
we have more work to do. Much of the remaining projected revenue from TIF #1 is already reserved for the developer of
Winfield Station, so a new solution is required. You can also look at the Equalized Assessed Value of all properties within
TIF #2, which has declined more than 20% since 2017. Clearly, we aren’t going to achieve our goals by sitting back and
hoping the private sector will do the job for us.
If the Village doesn’t take action to change the status quo, then we should expect Town Center to continue its current path,
with more properties acquired by CDH and fewer prospects for economic development. The prior Board recognized this and
“The Village of Winfield is working to build on the success of our current TIF
#1 with a new TIF #2 that will promote even more redevelopment, infrastruc-

decided, “If you’re not at the table, you’re on the
menu.” They negotiated the redevelopment

ture and amenities in our Town Center. This is truly a once-in-a-lifetime

agreement we have today with CDH. It puts the

opportunity and our aim is to revitalize Town Center into a destination down-

parking garage on the tax rolls for 20 years and

town.”

will deliver approximately $17 million for redevelop-

Former Village President Erik Spande, July 2020 Winfield Word

ment—but only if TIF #2 is able to proceed.

After years of incremental, positive steps taken by past and current Village Boards, we are at a crossroads. If we are able to
establish TIF #2 and make use of this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, we can chart a new course for Town Center. The only
thing standing in our way is the lawsuit filed by School District 34. These are the stakes for Winfield residents, which is why
the Village Board feels so strongly that the lawsuit must come to an end.
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Important Local Advisory Questions on the June 28 Primary Ballot
The June 28 Illinois Primary Election will feature contests for U.S. Senate, U.S. House, Illinois Governor and other state

executive offices, State Senate and House, State Supreme Court and appellate and county courts, as well as DuPage County
offices. In addition, for Winfield residents, there will be three advisory ballot questions.
On March 3, the Winfield Village Board approved the following advisory public questions to the voters of the Village of Winfield
for inclusion on the June 28, 2022 election ballot:
Shall the Village of Winfield redevelop Town Center by using property taxes
from the new Central DuPage Hospital (CDH) parking deck, instead of raising
your taxes?
Shall the Village of Winfield provide adequate facilities for our police officers
and staff to ensure public safety for residents?

Shall the Village of Winfield establish a Community Events Commission to
coordinate and expand public events in Town Center, at the new Riverwalk
Park Band Shell and throughout the community?

_____ YES
_____ NO
_____ YES
_____ NO

_____ YES
_____ NO

“The purpose of the advisory questions”, said Village President Carl Sorgatz, “is to get a better understanding from residents
about how they think the redevelopment of Winfield Town Center should be financed and the level of importance they attach to
public safety facilities.” Sorgatz also noted the Village Trustees want to get opinions on the establishment of a Community
Events Commission. “With the soon-to-be completed Winfield Riverwalk and Band Shell, we are creating an opportunity for
residents to participate in its programming”, Sorgatz explained.

Make your voice heard!
If you want Town Center developed without raising your taxes, we encourage you to make your voice heard with both the Village and SD 34 Boards.
Contact the Village: cbarrett@villageofwinfield.com
Contact SD 34: mrich@winfield34.org OR via a Google form at tinyurl.com/winfield34boardcomment
All messages sent to the Village will be read at the next Village Board meeting.
SD 34 has stated messages will not be read at their Board meeting unless submitted via the Google form above. We understand SD 34’s position on this poses a barrier for some residents and taxpayers, and the Village is able to assist getting your
messages read and heard by the School Board at their next meeting.

6

Upcoming Sewer Rate Increase – September 1, 2022
The Village’s Water and Sewer Fund is operated as an enterprise fund, meaning the revenues from customer utility bills must

equal the cost of operating the water and sewer system in Winfield. Over the past year the Village has completed a water/
sewer rate study to determine if current water & sewer rates charged on utility bills are keeping pace with the Village’s cost to
provide these basic services. The last rate adjustment took place in January 2015. The results of the new study show that the
water usage rate remains sufficient, however the sewer usage rate charged was found to increasingly lag behind actual costs
to treat sewage. If appropriate adjustments to the sewer rate are not made, over time expenses will draw down emergency
reserves and create a budget crisis to keep the fund solvent.
Following review by the Finance Committee and Public Works Committee, and subsequent public review at Board meetings
this spring, the Village Board approved an increase to the sewer usage charge of $1.33 per 1,000 gallons be added to the
sewer usage rate, increasing the per 1,000 gallons charge from $8.33 to $9.66 at the April 21, 2022 Village Board meeting.
Overall, this adjustment is a 6.46% increase in the combined water and sewer rate charged per 1,000 gallons. For an average
household that uses 5,000 gallons per month, this would be a $6.65 increase per month. Further adjustments are not expected
to be necessary for several years.
This change will take effect on September 1, 2022, and residents will see the updated rates on their September utility bills. To
learn more about this study and how Winfield compares to other neighboring municipalities, please visit the Utility Billing page
on our website.

Quick
Bits

❖ There was a lot to clean-up this spring! During the annual spring clean-up week, SBC Waste
Solutions collected 144 tons-trash, 19 tons-yard waste, 31 tons-recycling, and 11K pounds-paint!
❖ DuPage County’s latest annual report cites Winfield, Lisle and Glen Ellyn as the three highest
recycling towns - all topping a 40% recycling rate!

Paperless Utility Billing
Did you know the Village of Winfield has a paperless billing
option? Customers can choose to receive their monthly bills via
email. To enroll in paperless billing, email the Village at
utilitybilling@villageofwinfield.com. Please include the name on
the account, property address, account number and the email
address where you would like the bill to be sent.

Lock It or Lose It A message from the Winfield Police
With spring each year comes an increase in vehicle
burglaries. Many of these burglaries can be prevented by
simply locking your vehicle and removing your valuables.
The Police Department reminds you to stay vigilant now
and throughout the year by locking vehicles. Continue to
take the following simple, proactive steps in safeguarding

The Village also offers a direct debit program allowing payments

your property:

to be made directly from your bank account on the due date.

• Develop a habit to lock your vehicles, regardless of the

The enrollment form can

time of day.

be found on the Village

• Avoid leaving valuables in your vehicle. Secure briefcas-

website.

es, purses, electronics, etc. inside your home.

Please call the Utility
Billing Department at
630-933-7112 with any
questions.
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• If you park your vehicle outside and unattended, make
sure to remove the garage door opener along with any
property that may tempt thieves.
• Do not leave items of value in plain view in your vehicle.

Winfield Farmers Market Opens June 1st
The Winfield Farmers Market will start its 27th year on
Wednesday, June 1st from 7AM to 1PM in the Prairie Trail
Center shopping plaza at the SW corner of Geneva and County
Farm Roads.
The market runs from June through October and is one of the
most popular farmers markets in DuPage County, it offers a
variety of the freshest fruit and vegetables, fresh baked goods
and other food products, plus merchandise and services for the
home and personal use.
For additional information or to reach Market manager Rich
Bysina, please visit: www.facebook.com/winfieldfarmmarket.

The 2022 Winfield Criterium and Summerfest will take place
on July 24 and will feature food trucks and entertainment in
addition to the highly anticipated Intelligentsia Cup bike race.

Spring Reminders
◼ Recreational Vehicle Parking
The Winfield Village Code, Section 10
-9-4.8.c(D), provides information of
the proper storage of recreational
vehicle, boat and trailers.
◼ Mosquito Abatement
Winfield is part of the West Chicago Mosquito Abatement
District which sprays to control mosquitos during their busiest
reproduction cycles. Call the Clarke Mosquito Hotline at
800-942-2555 to report standing water and excessive
mosquito annoyance.
◼ Open Fires & Burning
The Village Code prohibits burning of landscape materials
and trash, bonfires require a permit, and recreational fires in
outdoor fireplaces are permitted with safety guidelines. A
complete list of burning restrictions can be found in section
4-2-6-A of the Village Code and the burning permit application
can be found at www.villageofwinfield.com.
◼ Be a Responsible Pet Owner
The Village Code requires any person having custody of a
dog to remove its feces from public property or anyone else’s
private property. Thank you for keeping the Village beautiful!

Residents can
look forward to
a full day of
fun for the
entire family!

We would love to hear from you!
We hope you will take the time to jot down any questions, comments, suggestions, or opinions regarding the Village.
Your comments are appreciated. Mail your responses to the Village of Winfield, 27W465 Jewell Road, Winfield, IL 60190
or drop it off in the Village collection box located behind the Village Hall or email us at: info@villageofwinfield.com.

ELECTED OFFICIALS
President, Carl Sorgatz

630-534-0856

csorgatz@villageofwinfield.com

27W338 Churchill Road

Trustee, Phil Hardy

630-386-6922

phardy@villageofwinfield.com

27W446 Waterford Drive

Trustee, Dennis Hogan

630-890-1774

dhogan@villageofwinfield.com

0S035 Lee Court

Trustee, Emily Jacobs

630-933-7100

ejacobs@villageofwinfield.com

27W405 Melrose Lane

Trustee, Dan Janowick

708-228-0387

djanowick@villageofwinfield.com

0N261 Winfield Road

Trustee, Don Longacre

630-933-7100

dlongacre@villageofwinfield.com

0N623 Courtney Lane

Trustee, Debra Piscola

630-901-0752

dpiscola@villageofwinfield.com

0N267 Ethel Street

Clerk, Nicole Cannizzo

630-209-3818

ncannizzo@villageofwinfield.com

27W452 Waterford Drive

Village of Winfield ▪ 27W465 Jewell Road ▪ Winfield, IL 60190 ▪ (630) 933-7100
Office Hours ▪ Monday - Friday 8AM to 4:30 PM
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