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Town Center Redevelopment Plan
Supports Public Safety and Our Officers

meetings that must remain confidential. In an era where
employee retention is paramount, these inadequate working

As the leader of police

conditions undermine the morale we seek to achieve among

services in the Village of

our officers. When compared to police facilities in similar

Winfield, we strive to

sized nearby communities like Willowbrook and Clarendon

consistently deliver the highest

Hills, Winfield’s police station fails to dignify the fine men and

level of professional law

women who protect our community.

enforcement, rescue, and
emergency services to our

Fortunately, the Village of Winfield now has an opportunity to

community while assisting in

bring our police facilities into the modern age, providing our

preserving peace and

officers and citizens with the accommodations their jobs

preventing criminal activity through effective partnerships

require and they deserve.

with the citizens we proudly serve.

Under a unique and innovative redevelopment agreement

The 19 dedicated men and women of our police department

with CDH, the Village of Winfield can generate a new stream

handled more than 31,000 calls for service and assistance

of revenues at no expense to local taxpayers. CDH will place

in 2021. Not only do our officers interact with many of the

their newly completed parking deck on the property tax rolls

nearly 10,000 Winfield residents, but we also assist the

for a minimum of 20 years. That revenue will flow into a new

community’s businesses and schools, as well as Central

Tax Increment Finance (TIF #2) district, which will be used to

DuPage Hospital (CDH) and its thousands of employees,

redevelop Winfield Town Center, open more land for

customers, patients, and visitors.

economic development, construct a much-needed police
department and municipal center - and not raise your taxes.

The personnel who staff our department are loyal, trained,
Continued on page 2...

trusted and committed to the Winfield community. They
understand the character and intricacies of this growing and

complex village. We are fortunate to have such outstanding
public servants.

Sewer back-up
at Village Hall
forces closure

Yet, the public safety facilities Winfield now offers leave

to the public

much to be desired. The police department building is

and emergency

antiquated, uninspiring, and often does not have the space

transport for

to separate victims and suspects, which can create unsafe

overcome

situations. There are limited places for interviews and

staffer.
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TIF 2 - More Than Just Economic Develoment,
It’s About Public Safety

Unfortunately, before the Village even voted to approve

While much of the discussion about TIF #2 has focused

TIF #2, the Winfield School District 34 Board (SD 34) opted to

correctly on the redevelopment of Winfield’s Town Center,

end negotiations and voted to exclude themselves from a fair

another important benefit will be the revenue generated to

intergovernmental agreement (IGA) offer to share millions.

provide modern and dependable public safety services -

Rather than trying to settle the last details of the agreement,

without using residents’ property tax dollars.

SD 34 rejected the IGA in its entirety despite having agreed to
nearly all the IGA’s terms previously. In addition to walking

For too long, the men and women

against the Village. Instead of continuing to negotiate, the

Winfield’s police
who serve and protect the residents, facilities provide less
homes, businesses and institutions than half the space

school district wants to litigate this matter to the detriment of

of Winfield have had to work in

away from the bargaining table, SD 34 has filed a lawsuit

the Village, which will have to pay to defend the lawsuit; and
SD 34, which will have to pay its lawyers to pursue this

of most other
facilities that are inadequate to carry comparably sized
out their services at a level we
DuPage County

redevelopment plan in jeopardy, SD 34’s decision also

expect. As Police Chief David Schar Municipalities.
notes in his column, the limitations

prevents the use of a sensible funding mechanism that

of the public safety building both impairs the quality of

could be used to bring our police services up to the level

service provided, the safety of personnel and the retention

of excellence our residents and officers deserve.

of staff. Police departments everywhere are challenged with

extreme tactic. Because the lawsuit puts the Village’s entire

employee retention as well as attracting new staff. Our
We hope SD 34 will return to negotiations with the Village, end

facility defects add further challenges.

their lawsuit, and allow Town Center development to proceed.
Our dedicated public safety personnel, who are vital to the

According to a Village-commissioned study by Williams

security of our Village, deserve to work in facilities

Architects (April 2021), Winfield’s police facilities provide

commensurate with their calling.

less than half the space of most other comparably sized
DuPage County municipalities.

David Schar
Chief of Police
Village of Winfield

School District 34’s counterproductive lawsuit is preventing a
sensible funding mechanism that could be used to improve
the safety of the Winfield community, including the schools,

SD 34’s Lawsuit Stops Further Town Center Development

without using taxpayer funds.
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The Partnership Between the Village and
NW Medicine Central DuPage Hospital

Village Offered Concessions to Compromise SD 34 Offered None

The Village of Winfield is proud to host its largest employer,

During five negotiating sessions in 2021, the Village offered SD 34
numerous concessions, including the following:

Northwestern Medicine Central DuPage Hospital (CDH),
and the world-class primary and specialized care it offers.
With over 4,500 employees and more than two million

•

Increased revenue sharing to nearly $22M for schools and
fellow local governments for duration of TIF district

•

Spending caps on Village use of TIF funds, including for public
improvements and economic development incentives

•

Enhanced review of TIF activities with fellow local
governments through the annual Joint Review Board process

•

Committed to share any surplus and revenues of any future
projects in the TIF area beyond what’s known today

•

Refund any TIF revenues generated by future tax
referendums fellow local governments may run

annual patients and visitors, CDH is an impressive
economic engine. Whether it’s the emergency services
partnership between CDH and Winfield’s public safety
departments, or the career opportunities the hospital can
offer to our residents, CDH’s economic and societal impacts
are highly valued.
After years of negotiations between the Village and CDH,

the hospital has agreed to place its newly constructed

Where Do Your Tax Dollars Go?

parking deck entirely on the tax rolls for a period of 20 years
as part of the Town Center redevelopment partnership.
After that time, the first floor commercial use portions of the
deck will always remain on the tax rolls, as will all other
Town Center commercial development.
The agreement between the Village and CDH states the

School District(s)*
71.2%

new parking deck shall be built and taxed within TIF #2 to
fund the Village’s development plans. This partnership
between the Village and CDH is a win-win, now being held

up by the SD 34 lawsuit.
Effectively, it is CDH’s additional tax payments that will
be funding the incentives to inspire economic
development in Winfield, new Town Center amenities,
as well as needed police and municipal facilities.
This is a key point that Village residents and local
businesses seem to understand and support. We hope
SD 34 will recognize the intent of this unique and creative
funding arrangement, which will ultimately help create a
long-term revenue stream for the school district.

Park District* - 7.2%
Fire District - 4.7%
Village of Winfield - 4.4%
Winfield Library - 3.0%
College of DuPage - 2.8%
Township* - 2.6%

Other Taxing Bodies - 4.1%

Forest Preserve - 1.6%, DuPage County - 1.5%, Health Dept. 0.6%,
Airport Authority - 0.2%, Mosquito District - 0.2%
*Residents may see D34 and D94, D33 and D94, or CUSD 200 on
their tax bill, as well as Winfield, Carol Stream, or West Chicago
Park District, and Winfield or Milton Township. As such, multiple
districts were added together (if necessary) and averaged for
equitable comparison.
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It’s a Small TIF, After All
A number of Winfield residents have asked the Village why

School District 34 is so focused on the Town Center
redevelopment area (TIF #2), when it only represents a small
fraction of SD 34’s tax base. This is a good question that
deserves a considered answer.
The property to be included in the new TIF #2 is actually less
than two percent of SD 34’s equalized assessed value (EAV).
While SD 34 has suggested a significant tax shift will fall on
homeowners, TIF #2 will actually have an almost
inconsequential impact on SD 34’s tax base.
Further, the new Central DuPage Hospital parking deck is the

property primarily at issue in the dispute between the Village

Tick-Tock: SD 34 Lawsuit Delays Town Center

and SD 34, but this land hasn’t been on the tax rolls for nearly

District 34’s disturbing lawsuit is

20 years. Because the land was given tax-exempt status,

an unfortunate obstacle to the

SD 34 and all other Winfield taxing bodies have received $0 in

bright future of our community.

taxes from it over this time - and they still receive $0 from it

It has produced a litigious

today. SD 34 isn’t “losing” tax revenue it hasn’t been collecting.

environment where few investors

There is no tax “shift” from the parking deck.
In 2020, the taxpayers of the School District approved a tax
referendum on a platform of fiscal responsibility, lowering their
tax rate, and addressing facility needs. With less than

300 students, the small district’s financial reserves appear in

or developers will want to risk their capital. Private sector
investors want to participate in communities that are
welcoming and cooperative, not where taxing bodies are
needlessly litigating their differences and where TIF-funded
business incentives are now less certain.

excellent shape, also with per pupil spending of nearly $20,000

A second adverse impact is the higher borrowing costs for the

placing SD 34 in the top 7% statewide. With a strong budget

Village as interest rates continue to rise. This not only hurts the

and outlook, we wonder why SD 34 finds it necessary to ac-

Village but SD 34 too, because it decreases the amount of tax

quire the Village’s economic development funds?

revenue the schools will receive in the long run.

Let’s Get Back to the Bargaining Table
We look forward to SD 34 returning to our negotiations and ending their lawsuit. As demonstrated by the many letters we have
received from Winfield residents, it’s time to stop spending money on lawyers and allow Town Center development to proceed
for the benefit of everyone. If you want Town Center developed without raising your taxes, we encourage you to make your
voice heard with both the Village and SD 34 Boards:

To the Village: cbarrett@villageofwinfield.com
To SD 34: mrich@winfield34.org OR via a Google form at tinyurl.com/winfield34boardcomment
Note: SD 34 has not been reading all letters sent by residents during their Board meetings. Please include the Village on your
email if you wish to have your letter read during public comment at the next Village Board meeting.
Board meeting information can be found on the Village’s website (www.villageofwinfield.com) and SD 34’s website
(www.winfield34.org).
We will continue to keep you apprised of developments with TIF #2, SD 34’s lawsuit and its escalating cost to taxpayers.
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Village Spotlight

raised four children in Winfield: Tim, Kelly, Joe, and Matt.

Longtime resident Hugh Loftus joined

They love the open spaces all around Winfield, the

Winfield’s Plan & Zoning Commission in

small-town feel, and how residents know each other. He’s

2017. As a land development consultant

also eagerly anticipating the future development in Winfield

and civil engineer with over thirty-five years of experience,

Town Center, and looks forward to patronizing the new stores

Hugh volunteers on the Commission because he “thought it

and restaurants.

would be good to sit on the other side of the table listening to
proposed projects that could improve the Village”.

Hugh earned a B.S. in Civil
Engineering from Marquette

For the last ten years, Hugh has worked as a senior project

University in 1983. In his spare

manager at Manhard Consulting, a firm specializing in

time, he enjoys bowling in a

surveying and civil engineering. They design everything on

bowling league and playing in a

the outside of the buildings and assist clients in navigating the

bags league in the summer,

review process from government agencies. Hugh still loves

which is right around the corner!

doing it because every site has its own challenges. For

Volunteers Wanted

instance, he facilitated the required search for an endangered
species, the Rusty Patched Bumble Bee, on the current site

Interested in volunteering to serve on one of the Village’s

of the North Avenue Commerce Center in Winfield. No

boards or committees?

endangered bees were found, so construction could proceed

The Village has several vacancies to fill on five of our

on the largest building in the Village which now houses

volunteer groups:

Amazon and Furniture World. Through work, he also helped
with the redevelopment of the challenging Winfield
Fuel & Material site into the new Winfield Station luxury
apartment complex.

As a member of the Plan & Zoning Commission, Hugh

•Marketing

and Communications Commission

•Riverwalk

Committee

•Public

Works Committee

•Bikeways
•Police

Planning Group

Pension Board

recuses himself from voting on any projects his firm works

The Village is also developing a list of individuals interested

on. “After doing this professionally for so many years,

in future service in the following committees as vacancies

volunteering is a way to use my experience giving back to the

occur:

community” he offers, encouraging fellow residents to
volunteer doing something you enjoy and feel the gratification
of contributing to others. His proudest accomplishment on the

•Administration
•Board
•Plan

& Finance

of Fire & Police Commissioners

& Zoning Commission

Commission is his ability to provide professional input on
various Town Center development projects. I’m fair with other

Information on all our volunteer organizations including

professionals, but work to not let anything slip by,” especially

duties, schedules, qualifications and an Application to Serve

with regards to the management of storm water.

can be found on the Village website at

www.villageofwinfield.com.The application can also be
Hugh also volunteers through Engineers Without Borders

emailed to info@villageofwinfield.com.

USA. In the last year, Hugh helped a church in southern
Illinois get through a permitting process pro bono. Yearly,
he and his co-workers volunteer to pack food at the Northern
Illinois Food Bank. In the past Hugh also volunteered to
coach baseball through Winfield In Action, the local
organization that runs sports leagues for children.
Winfield residents since 1994, Hugh and his wife Sue have
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Please consider volunteering for your community!

Spring Calendar

Meeting Calendar

Yard Waste Collection - April 5
Yard waste collection begins the first week of April. Yard waste is collected in Kraft paper bags or
resident containers clearly marked 'Yard Waste' not exceeding 35 gallons or 50 pounds. Yard waste
in plastic bags will not be collected. A sticker must be affixed to each bag or can. For those in the
Unlimited Flat Rate Program, unlimited yard waste collection from the resident's lot is included
and stickers are not required.
Spring Clean Up Collection - April 18
SBC will provide a free curbside collection of large or bulky household items the week of April 18 on
your collection day. This includes household appliances, furniture, carpet, do-it-yourself home
improvement materials and yard waste. Regular bundling rules apply (4' x 2' bundles weighing less
than 50 pounds). SBC requests that residents not put out more than 4 cubic yards of material.
Arbor Day - April 29
Join us as we celebrate Arbor Day on Friday, April 29 at 10 AM at the Metra Station. We will
dedicate another tree as part of our ongoing Tree City USA activities. Light refreshments will be
served.

Earth Day Trails Clean Up - April 23
Visit the Illinois Prairie Path at ipp.org or email info@ipp.org for additional information.
Visit Friends of the Great Western Trail at www.friendsofthegreatwesterntrails.com or email
frndsgrtwstntrl@aol.com.

► Riverwalk Committee
3rd Monday
► Bikeways Planning Group
4th Monday
► Plan & Zoning Commission
1st Wednesday
► Marketing & Communications
Commission
2nd Wednesday
► Public Works
4th Wednesday
► Village Board

1st & 3rd Thursday
► Administration & Finance
2nd Saturday - 9 AM

National Drug Take Back Day- April 30
The Drug Enforcement Administration's Prescription Drug Take Back Day will be held from 10 AM to
2 PM at NWM/CDH at 25 N. Winfield Road in conjunction with the Winfield Police Department.

Meetings begin at 7 PM unless noted.

DuPage River Sweep - May 21
Volunteers are needed Saturday, May 21 to help remove trash and debris and to restore areas near
streams of the DuPage River. Visit The Conservation Foundation for more information or to register
at www.theconservationfoundation.org.

Tuesday , April 19th at 5:30 PM

State of the Village Address
Klein Creek Golf Course

We would love to hear from you!
We hope you will take the time to jot down any questions, comments, suggestions, or opinions regarding the Village. Your
comments are appreciated. Mail your responses to the Village of Winfield, 27W465 Jewell Road, Winfield, IL 60190 or drop
it off in the Village collection box located behind the Village Hall or email us at: info@villageofwinfield.com.

ELECTED OFFICIALS
President, Carl Sorgatz

630-534-0856

csorgatz@villageofwinfield.com

27W338 Churchill Road

Trustee, Phil Hardy

630-386-6922

phardy@villageofwinfield.com

1N120 Timber Ridge Drive

Trustee, Dennis Hogan

630-890-1774

dhogan@villageofwinfield.com

0S035 Lee Court

Trustee, Emily Jacobs

630-933-7100

ejacobs@villageofwinfield.com

27W405 Melrose Lane

Trustee, Dan Janowick

708-228-0387

djanowick@villageofwinfield.com

0N261 Winfield Road

Trustee, Don Longacre

630-933-7100

dlongacre@villageofwinfield.com

0N623 Courtney Lane

Trustee, Debra Piscola

630-901-0752

dpiscola@villageofwinfield.com

0N267 Ethel Street

Clerk, Nicole Cannizzo

630-209-3818

ncannizzo@villageofwinfield.com

27W452 Waterford Drive

Village of Winfield ▪ 27W465 Jewell Road ▪ Winfield, IL 60190 ▪ (630) 933-7100
Office Hours ▪ Monday - Friday 8AM to 4:30 PM
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