Introducing MERIT
The Metropolitan Emergency Response and Investigations Team
(MERIT) is a countywide task force charged with leading investigations
into serious crimes, critical incidents and other law enforcement
endeavors in Illinois’ DuPage County. As one of the only task forces
of its kind in the nation, MERIT provides a single source for highly
skilled, efficient and collaborative law enforcement for the express
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mutual benefit of every community we serve.
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The move is critical for smaller departments, which don’t have the
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resources to handle major incidents. The pooling of resources into
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a combined countywide entity has led to the expedient solution

• DCCOPA Liaison John Madden, Burr Ridge

of serious crimes, critical incidents and other law enforcement
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endeavors in a much more effective and efficient manner. In fact,
since August 2019, MERIT has been activated more than 300 times
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to achieve tangible results in protecting lives and property — and
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ensuring offenders of serious criminal acts are brought to justice.
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How does MERIT work?
“Member agencies” can activate a MERIT response at any
given time. The activation request will then be reviewed by a
MERIT commander and put into action if deemed necessary.
MERIT’s personnel — along with shared vehicles
and equipment — are then immediately deployed
to an affected community as situations
necessitate to support county agencies
and communities. These situations include
hostage crises, mass shootings, major
vehicle collisions and more.
The specific intent of these protocols is
to permit the police departments of each
community to fully safeguard the lives,
persons and property of all the citizens.

MERIT JURISDICTION FAST FACTS

36 member agencies in DuPage County

Population: 932,000

Number of public school districts: 43

Number of businesses: 98,000

Land area: 336 sq. miles

SWAT IS JUST THE BEGINNING

MERIT is made up of professional and highly skilled
personnel from 36 agencies in DuPage County —
each with their own specific areas of expertise. MERIT
continues to grow and add new capabilities and levels
of expertise including a newly created drone team.
Areas of focus include:
• Metro SWAT
• Major Crimes
• Public Integrity Unit
• Major Crash Reconstruction
• Crime Scene Forensics
• Digital Forensics
• Crisis Negotiations
• K-9 Response
• Incident Management
Assistance Team (IMAT)
• Planned Events
• Drone Teams

“By pooling our resources, we [are] able to dedicate the best of
the best to any situation that may be beyond the ability of one
particular community to respond to effectively in terms of expertise,
manpower and/or equipment available at any given time.”
ROBERT BERLIN, DUPAGE COUNTY STATE’S ATTORNEY

www.dupagemerit.org
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