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Winfield Revival After Years of Work
The Village of Winfield is pleased to report that another critical step has
been completed in executing the Town Center Redevelopment Plan –
which is transforming our Town Center into a new, vibrant downtown.
On August 18, 2021 a Joint Review Board comprised of Winfield-area
taxing districts officially recommended the Village’s proposed Town Center Tax Increment
Financing District (TIF) #2 be implemented. This action was crucial in assuring the
success of the downtown redevelopment project.
The Village Board will now hear public comments on TIF #2 at its regular Board meeting
on Thursday, September 16th. The Board then plans a vote to advance the TIF on
Thursday, October 7th at its following meeting.

► Riverwalk Committee
3rd Monday
► Bikeways Planning Group
4th Monday
► Plan & Zoning Commission
1st Wednesday
► Marketing & Communications
Commission
2nd Wednesday
► Public Works
4th Wednesday

With the Redevelopment Plan already in place and TIF #2 just around the corner, it’s
important to revisit the Town Center Plan and TIF #2’s role in energizing Winfield’s
downtown.
Town Center Revitalization
The goal of the Village’s Town Center

► Village Board
1st & 3rd Thursday
► Administration & Finance
2nd Saturday - 9 AM
Meetings begin at 7 PM unless noted.

redevelopment plan is to attract new
restaurants and retail businesses, create
new public amenities and beautification
projects, and permanently generate
additional revenue for the Village,
schools, parks, library, Fire Protection
The Village Board celebrates the latest Town
Center groundbreaking for the 3-story anchor
building - rendering on page 4.

District and other taxing bodies. The plan
also allows for the construction of a
modest Village police station and
municipal center, which will replace the

current dilapidated, inadequate facilities and also open up prime land adjacent to the
Metra Station for commercial development. Importantly, all of this will be accomplished
without raising residents’ property taxes.

www.villageofwinfield.com

Winfield in Bloom

We’ve already seen some of the early
benefits start to take shape. The nearlycompleted Riverwalk Park opens shortly
and will be expanded next year with a
band shell performance area. Ground was
just broken this month on a new
commercial/office building being
constructed on the vacant land directly
across Jewell Road from the Village Hall.
This building will host retail and
restaurants on its first floor, medical offices
on the upper two floors, and serve as an

Aerial photo shows TIF #2 property as it is now compared with the concept plans developed

anchor for further mixed-use development below in partnership with CDH. Without a TIF for this area, new commercial development is
unlikely in the current economic climate.
on surrounding properties in the Town
Center.

“The development plans
underway reinvigorate Winfield
Town Center as a destination
for residents to call home,
visitors to explore, and
businesses to grow.”
Rich Bysina
Greater Winfield
Chamber of Commerce

The goal for Town Center redevelopment is a pedestrian-friendly, vibrant retail district and
destination, with wide walks, plenty of parking, outdoor furniture, gardens and public gathering
spaces, as well as outdoor dining.

Along with additional new businesses catering to residents and visitors, other public developments planned will include a public
plaza on a portion of the land currently occupied by the Village Hall, utility undergrounding, new streetscaping, outdoor
furniture, plantings, sidewalks and other amenities.
This is a ground-breaking new vision for downtown Winfield, turning 6.75 acres of unused and under-used land into an inviting,
attractive and vibrant Town Center. It is all made possible by TIF #2 and the unique development agreement signed between
the Village and Northwestern Medicine - Central DuPage Hospital (CDH).
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How TIFs Generate New Development
TIFs are a complex development tool and we’d like to
briefly explain the mechanisms of a TIF.
The purpose of a TIF is to promote economic redevelopment that would not otherwise take place.
When a TIF is established, the “equalized assessed
value” (EAV) of all the properties within the TIF District
area are frozen for the duration of the TIF - which is
typically 23 years. All taxing bodies still receive property
tax payments based on the “frozen” EAV rate. That doesn’t
change. Any additional property taxes generated by new
development and an increase in the EAV over time will go
into a designated TIF fund. The local municipality then
uses those funds to incentivize new development and
construct public infrastructure and amenities.
When the TIF expires, all of the properties within the
expired TIF are then taxed at the new, full assessed value
on the tax rolls. This means taxing bodies benefit from all
the new revenue they now receive thanks to the
TIF-related development, while the community at large
receives the benefit of a new vibrant area that improves the municipality’s image (which has an ancillary benefit for everyone’s
property values) and provides amenities for residents that otherwise would not be available.
A Record of Success
Many municipalities in DuPage County and
across Illinois have brought significant development and traffic to their downtowns using TIFs and that includes Winfield. Our existing TIF #1 in
the Town Center has been a great success,
enabling, among other things, construction of the
recently completed 163-unit Winfield Station
luxury apartment complex. This complements the
Town Center 1 building on Winfield Road just
north of the tracks, which was also a TIF project.
When TIF #1 expires in 2027, properties within
the district will bring a windfall of revenue for local
taxing bodies, estimated at more than $750,000
dollars per year. In addition, taxing bodies will
receive some benefits much sooner than 2027.
Immediately upon the Village’s approval of TIF #2,
some of the parcels within TIF #1 will be “unfrozen”, providing new revenue for taxing bodies six years ahead of schedule.

53

3

CDH Agreement and Town Center TIF #2
“I’m excited to see the Redevelopment of
Winfield ‘s Town Center get underway.
With a new Riverwalk Park, new retail
businesses, and restaurants, the town
center will be a place to enjoy! “
Judy Anetsberger
GM/Owner
Berger Bros Pub

The Village has negotiated the redevelopment
agreement with CDH to partner with us in
developing this extensive project that will
transform our Town Center. In return, CDH is
The new medical office building with its first floor restaurants and retail across from
the current Village Hall will anchor redevelopment in surrounding blocks.

constructing a parking deck to accommodate
increased visitors and staff. The deck can also

be used by residents and visitors on the weekends. Success of this $90 million redevelopment project hinges on the Village
creating TIF #2, which is the final ingredient needed for the redevelopment plan to work. It will change the landscape of the
community in a wonderful way.

As a nonprofit entity, the CDH parking
deck would normally be exempt from
property taxes. However, under our
agreement, CDH will place the deck on
the property tax rolls for a minimum of
20 years. Tax revenue from the parking
deck will contribute to the Village’s TIF
fund established by TIF #2, along with
other revenue generated by new
development in the TIF District.
The TIF fund will be used for incentives
to attract new businesses and assist

Conceptual design for CDH 850-space parking deck featuring first floor daycare and restaurant
space and located on Winfield Road due west of the hospital campus.

existing businesses, for planned public
developments for residents, and for new police department/municipal center. Significantly, CDH has not asked for and will not
receive any TIF funds.
For additional information on the proposed TIF #2, visit the Village website at
www.villageofwinfield.com.
We look forward to hearing residents’ feedback at the Village Board meeting
on Thursday, September 16th. We will keep you apprised
as the TIF #2 process moves forward and as exciting new public and private
investments transform our Town Center!

Carl Sorgatz
Village President
630-534-0856
csorgatz@villageofwinfield.com
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the Village of Winfield staff have a reputation of being kind

Village Spotlight
This spring the Village welcomed Suzy Mika as
our new Finance Director. In this role she is
responsible for financial operations, budget preparation,
supervision of day-to-day expenditures and accounting, utility
billing, investments, audits, and other reporting requirements.
Suzy holds a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration
with a double major in Communications Studies from Elmhurst
University. She also has a Master’s Degree in Leadership
Studies from North Central College in Naperville. Suzy started
her government career in 1999 as a staff auditor for DuPage
County. By 2004, she had advanced to the position of Budget
Management Coordinator for the Forest Preserve District of
DuPage County. In 2006, she became the Finance Director for
the United City of Yorkville, Illinois. Suzy most recently served
as the Assistant Director of Finance in Bolingbrook before
joining the team in Winfield.
Suzy has a long familiarity with the Village of Winfield. While
she was working for DuPage County, Suzy’s eldest son
attended Winfield elementary school. She has always found
Winfield to be an attractive and tight-knit community, and feels
like everyone looks out for one another here. Suzy shares that
among past co-workers she keeps up with at DuPage County,



and down to earth. In her new position, Suzy hopes to
continue Winfield’s streak of finance awards given by the
Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA), a national
organization that represents public finance officials. She has
been a member of the GFOA and the Illinois Government
Finance Officers Association (IGFOA) for 22 years. Suzy will
submit Winfield’s recently completed annual audit to the
GFOA for audit award consideration again this year. In
addition, Suzy is excited to work on all the new Town Center
projects associated with the proposed TIF district. Her goal is
“to maintain a high level of service to residents using a lean
budget and staff.”
Suzy has been married to her high school sweetheart Richard
for the last 24 years. They have two sons, both of whom are
studying at Marquette University in Milwaukee. In her free
time, Suzy enjoys gardening, bicycling, and scrapbooking.
She also enjoyed watching the Winfield Criterium and
appreciates the attention the
event brings to Winfield. Suzy fills
an important role for the
organization and the Village is
glad to have found her!

Preliminary results of the 2020 U.S. Census place Winfield’s census at 9,835. Since the census was

conducted before completion of the Winfield Station 163-unit luxury apartment complex in Town Center

Quick
Bits

this summer, Winfield’s population count should quickly surpass 10,000 this fall, and the Village may
consider conducting a special census to increase the official headcount and corresponding state-shared
revenues that come with it.


This from the memory vault – an article in the Winfield Press newspaper from 1996 celebrating

Winfield’s 75th Jubilee shared how special Village license plates that were available for $30 that were
valid on automobiles for 60 days!

Volunteers Wanted

Halloween Is Just Around the Corner

Interested in volunteering to serve on one of the Village’s

Kids love the magic of Halloween, but please
ensure your children are safe!

Adults should accompany small children and older
children should travel in groups.

Be sure costumes are safe so masks don’t obstruct your
child’s vision and he can be seen by motorists.

Save treats until you get home before eating.

Recommended Trick-or-Treat hours are 3 - 7 PM

boards or committees? The Village still has several vacancies
to fill our volunteer groups.
Information on all our volunteer organizations including duties,
schedules, qualifications and an Application to Serve can be
found on the Village website at www.villageofwinfield.com.The
application can also be emailed to info@villageofwinfield.com.
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Fall Update from SBC Waste Solutions

Winfield’s Centennial Celebration Continues
Centennial 5K Cider Run—October 16
This beautiful 3.1 Mile Run/Walk will be held the new River
Walk Path in Winfield. The course winds along the DuPage
River for 1.5 miles, turns around and finishes at the trail head
where participants can enjoy regular cider and hard cider for
those over 21! There will also be a fun post-race celebration
with great SWAG and food. All run participants will receive a
commemorative Centennial Cider Run long sleeve technical
shirt. There will also be a kid friendly 1 mile run/walk after the
5K.
Winfield Centennial Fashion Show
The Empowerment through Clothing - 100 Years of Women’s
Fashion show will be held Saturday, December 11 from
1 to 3 PM at Klein Creek Golf Club 1N333 Pleasant Hill Road
and will feature live music, food, and entertainment while
getting an exclusive look into the past 100 years of fashion.
A silent auction will be held before the
show begins.

Paint Recycling Event
SBC Waste Solutions will be holding its first paint recycling
event for Winfield residents on Saturday, October 2 from
9 AM to 2 PM. This drive-thru event will be held in the Metra
commuter parking lot located next to Village Hall. Residents
will need to provide proof of residency at the entrance to the
lot and will then be directed to dumpsters where SBC staff will
unload vehicles. Residents are asked to be sure containers
are sealed tightly. There is no limit on the number of cans that
can be dropped off and all types of paint will be accepted. This
is event is for paint only - other items will not be accepted.
Free Fall Leaf Collection
Leaves will be collected on regular collection days during the
weeks of November 1, 15, and 29. Leaves must be bagged in
Kraft paper bags and placed at the curb by 7 AM. No stickers
are required during this period. SBC also provides leaf
vacuuming service at affordable rates. Interested residents
can contact SBC at 312-522-1115 for a quote.
Yard Waste Collection
Yard waste collection ends the last week of November and will
begin again the first week of April 2022.

For more information on these and other
Winfield Centennial events, please scan
the QR code.

We would love to hear from you!
We hope you will take the time to jot down any questions, comments, suggestions, or opinions regarding the Village. Your
comments are appreciated. Mail your responses to the Village of Winfield, 27W465 Jewell Road, Winfield, IL 60190 or drop
it off in the Village collection box located behind the Village Hall or email us at: info@villageofwinfield.com.

ELECTED OFFICIALS
President, Carl Sorgatz

630-534-0856

csorgatz@villageofwinfield.com

27W338 Churchill Road

Trustee, Phil Hardy

630-386-6922

phardy@villageofwinfield.com

27W446 Waterford Drive

Trustee, Dennis Hogan

630-890-1774

dhogan@villageofwinfield.com

0S035 Lee Court

Trustee, Emily Jacobs

630-933-7100

ejacobs@villageofwinfield.com

27W405 Melrose Lane

Trustee, Dan Janowick

708-228-0387

djanowick@villageofwinfield.com

0N261 Winfield Road

Trustee, Don Longacre

630-933-7100

dlongacre@villageofwinfield.com

0N623 Courtney Lane

Trustee, Debra Piscola

630-901-0752

dpiscola@villageofwinfield.com

0N267 Ethel Street

Clerk, Nicole Cannizzo

630-209-3818

ncannizzo@villageofwinfield.com

27W452 Waterford Drive

Village of Winfield ▪ 27W465 Jewell Road ▪ Winfield, IL 60190 ▪ (630) 933-7100
Office Hours ▪ Monday - Friday 8AM to 4:30 PM
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