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Design guidelines are tools for communicating the design intent for future development and evaluating
proposals. The purpose of design guidelines is to implement the general policies and recommendations of the
Village’s Comprehensive Plan. It does not seek to dictate a specific development plan or type of architecture (e.g.
colonial style), but rather establish a set of guiding principles and elements of design governing building architecture
and improvements to public streetscapes that should be encouraged and creatively applied in Winfield. They are
intended to establish standards whereby new development will be evaluated to ensure that the high quality character
of the Village is maintained and enhanced. Although an advisory document, some of the design guidelines may be
required under local, state and federal law. The use of the word ‘shall’ is intended to signify that these standards are
of greater importance or desirable conditions for which a higher priority will be placed. The use of the word ‘should’
signifies standards that are desirable, but of lesser importance if development or site conditions limit the practical
implementation of these standards.
These design guidelines for commercial and residential (defined on the following page) will be part of the design review
process for both by-right building applications and all special zoning reviews (special uses, planned developments).
This document has three parts that focus on the site specific and building specific guidelines separately, the categories
for which are listed below:

PART 1: Site Design
A•
B•
C•
D•
E•
F•
G•

Building orientation
Access and parking
Hardscape materials
Buffers and screening
Landscaping
Signage
Lighting

PART 2: Architectural Design

PART 3: Town Center Design

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

a
b
c
d

Design Guidelines | Village of Winfield

Building form, proportions and context
Roof forms and materials
Building materials and colors
Window articulation

Roof forms
Materials and colors
Window articulation
Façade elements

Façade elements
Lighting
Signs
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Residential Uses
Residential uses are defined as including single-family attached housing (townhomes, rowhomes, duplexes), and multiplefamily buildings (multi-story buildings with units served by an interior common corridor).

SINGLE FAMILY
ATTACHED

MULTI-FAMILY
RESIDENTIAL

Commercial Uses
Commercial uses are defined as including: office, retail, entertainment, and hospitality uses.

STAND ALONE
COMMERCIAL

4

STRIP
COMMERCIAL

OFFICE
BUILDINGS

ENTERTAINMENT
USES
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RESIDENTIAL
DEVELOPMENT

Pattern of development should be consistent with the following site and
architectural design goals, guidelines for which are provided in this book.
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COMMERCIAL
DEVELOPMENT

Pattern of development should be consistent with the following site and
architectural design goals, guidelines for which are provided in this book.
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PART 1: Site Design

A

Building orientation
The guidelines below for building orientation address the organization of a project’s components in two
dimensions. They deal with the location of buildings and site features such as parking lots, open space,
and service areas in order to minimize a project’s impact on its neighbors, increase the quality of the
development, and enhance a user’s experience of the site.

General guidelines for all uses
• New developments should consider the established
street network and lot arrangements.
• The building should be oriented to take advantage
of solar heat gain in the winter, and provide wind
protection.
• Site features such as parking areas and driveways,
secondary structures and outdoor functions should be
arranged so as to integrate existing wetlands, natural
elements, and open space features into the site design.

O Integration of the site’s natural features into
the site design

• Wetlands, trees and other natural features should
be integrated into the site design as focal points or
features that can be used as an amenity.
• Wherever they exist, smaller areas of open space
shall be assembled into larger natural corridors and
preserves.
• Site design should consider the placement of adjacent
buildings and landforms.
• Primary building facades should be oriented to the
adjacent primary public street.
• Building placement should consider pedestrian and
bicycle access and circulation.

Not preferred- Garages dominating the frontage
along the street

• Building, roadway, walkway, and landscaping placement
should take into account the line of sight needs of
automobile, pedestrian, and bicycle traffic.

Guidelines for all residential uses
• The main entrance to the house or building should
be oriented towards the street and have a stronger
presence than the garage.
• A residential development should not be separated
from the rest of the neighborhood with high fences,
walls, or parking lots.
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Guidelines for all commercial uses
• Buildings should be oriented with their major entry toward the street where access is provided, as well
as have their primary facade parallel to the street taking advantage of the exposure created along the
street with a well-landscaped frontage. Loading and parking areas shall be located to the side or rear
of the site.

~ Not preferred, as the building is not oriented towards the primary public street

• Accessory facilities such as mechanical equipment, trash collection, loading areas, storage areas, and
vehicle service areas should be located away from portions of the site that are highly visible from public
roadways or private properties with dissimilar improvements.
• Building placement and on-site circulation systems should be coordinated to minimize pedestrian and
vehicle conflicts and accommodate pedestrian circulation from parking areas to plazas, open spaces,
pedestrian pathways, and adjoining buildings.
• Handicap ramps / ADA compliant sidewalk crossings should be provided.
• For buildings that abut the street and have sidewalk access as well as a side-parking lot, the building
entrance should be located on the corner so that it is welcoming to both pedestrian and auto users.
• Building entries shall be well-defined so that they are easily identifiable to pedestrian and vehicle users
from the street.
• Coordination with adjoining sites is encouraged to take advantage of shared access and parking, and
similar perimeter landscape themes.
Oriented to Oriented to
pedestrians vehicle users

O Building entrance is oriented towards the primary street and parking lot to give access to pedestrians and
vehicle users

8
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Plazas and pedestrian access-ways
» Buildings should be setback at logical locations to provide pedestrian plaza spaces. These spaces
should be coordinated with building uses to support active outdoor use areas, such as bicycle
parking, seating and dining areas.
» Outdoor plazas should be visually and functionally accessible from the public street.
» Plazas should incorporate landscaping and lighting to provide a safe and attractive outdoor
gathering space.
» Pedestrian access-ways should be incorporated to provide logical access between parking areas
and building entrances. Pedestrian access-ways may be coordinated with plaza locations to
maximize the pedestrian active zone.

O Pedestrian plazas created between
buildings

O Buildings setback to create public plazas used as
outdoor seating for restaurants

O Well defined pedestrian access that incorporates landscaping and outdoor restaurants along it
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B

Access and parking
Large blocks/strips of uninterrupted parking detract from the appearance of a development area
and create a confusing and sometimes hazardous environment for both motorists and pedestrians.
These guidelines are intended to provide improved circulation and reduced vehicular traffic conflict
by ensuring that circulation and access patterns create an integrated transportation network for
pedestrians, bicycles, and vehicles.

Guidelines for residential uses
• Garages should be so located as to not be the primary design feature of the house. Side and rear loaded
garages are encouraged.

Preferred

O Garage location and detailing
does not dominate the facade

Not Preferred
ed

~ Not preferred as garage location
dominates the facade

• Parking areas are encouraged behind buildings and in shared parking facilities. Clear and direct
pedestrian access-ways should be provided to connect parking areas with building entrances. Breaks
in-between buildings are recommended to support pedestrian access-ways.
• The placement and design of parking areas and structures should foster safe pedestrian access and
circulation, and clearly identifiable public access and visitor parking.

O Pedestrian access from the front of the building with parking garages accessed from the rear

10
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Guidelines for all commercial uses
• The frequency of curb-cuts (driveways and other access points) should be minimized to reduce
pedestrian and vehicular conflicts with vehicles accessing the site.
• Parking areas should be defined
d with cu
curb & gutter and landscape plantings.
• Automobile access and parking
» Modest parking areas should be oriented at the building front, with the majority parking provided
at the building rear and/or side. This parking area at the front should not exceed 2 bays of parking.
» Whenever practical, shared parking between adjacent businesses and/or developments is
encouraged.
ed.
• Service access
» Service areas should be oriented at the building rear or side, and not conflict with pedestrians.
» Parking lot poles should be located so as not to present an obstacle to pedestrians or vehicles.
• Pedestrian access
» Main pedestrian access should be oriented along the public street.
» Pedestrian circulation systems, such as sidewalks, paths, marked crosswalks, or other connecting
outdoor spaces such as plazas, courtyards, squares or gardens, should be provided within
commercial parking lots. These systems should connect all portions of the site to each of the
commercial establishments and be distinguished from the driving surfaces through the use of
special pavers, bricks, or scored concrete to enhance pedestrian safety and the attractiveness of
the walkways.
» Sidewalks must be provided along the length of any façade abutting designated parking areas.

O Vehicular circulation,
landscaping, and pedestrian
walkways are present

•

O Crosswalk is clearly
marked with brick
pavers

O Parking lot is screened from view via
a landscaped berm that includes weather
sturdy shrubs, trees, and grasses.

Big box retail
» Parking areas which accommodate a significant number of vehicles should be divided into a series
of connecting smaller lots separated by open space medians, islands and pedestrian walkways.
» Parking design should employ landscaped islands at the end of all parking isles
» Landscaped medians should be used to break large parking areas into distinct pods with a
maximum of 100 spaces in one pod.
» A minimum of one cart return area shall be provided for every parking area pod.
» There shall be no cart storage or return areas located within 25 feet of buildings in areas located
between a building and the public street.
» Outdoor employee area should be integrated into site design and be separated from the general
public circulation with screening and have adequate lighting and shading.
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O Pedestrian walkways to enhance safety and
minimize vehicular conflicts.

~ Expansive parking lot integrates no pedestrian
pathways.

• Bicycle parking
» Should be easily accessible from the street and protected from motor vehicles.
» Should be near the primary building entrance, but not block access to the building or loading area.
» Should be visible to passers-by to promote usage and enhance security.
» Should not impede or interfere with pedestrian traffic or routine maintenance activities.
» Should allow reasonable clearance for opening of passenger-side doors of parked cars.
» Should be covered where users leave their bikes for longer periods of time like at schools and
places of employment, for a higher degree of security and protection from the elements.
» Where appropriate, bike paths and bike connections should be provided or linked to the other
existing or proposed local and regional trails.

O Bicycle parking to be provided based on the type of users (e.g.: visitors versus employees)

12
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C

Hardscape materials
These guidelines are meant to improve the character of the development, as well as reduce the amount
of impervious area on the site. This is turn reduces the heat island effect and stormwater run-off.

General guidelines for all uses
• Driveways are to be constructed of asphalt, concrete or brick pavers. Patterned and colored pavers are
encouraged, provided that they complement the architectural style and materials of the building.
• Permeable paving that allows stormwater to infiltrate through the pavement into the ground is
encouraged. Various options include permeable concrete, permeable precast pavers, permeable pavers
used in combination with grass (e.g.: ‘grass-crete’ products), and permeable asphalt. The benefits
of permeable paving is the reduction in surface run-off, recharge of ground water, and filtering out
of pollutants and other debris. Use of permeable paving in lieu of impervious paving for pedestrian
walkways and bicycle paths is also encouraged.
• Reductions in paved areas to the minimum necessary
to accomplish site circulation and parking needs is
encouraged, like ‘strip-drives’ that have two driving strips
for the wheels and an unpaved center.
• Recycled construction materials: Where possible, the use
of recycled materials is strongly encouraged. Pre-consumer
and post-consumer content can be incorporated into site
amenities, paving, and various finishes.

O Example of strip-drives

O Types of paving materials that are encouraged for driveways and parking areas

O Use of paving and landscaping to reduce the amount of paved surfaces
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• Pedestrian and bicycle paths should
incorporate amenities and site
furnishings such as water fountains,
news racks, benches, trash,
recycling and cigarette receptacles,
and bicycle parking facilities.
• Public art and/or water fountains
should be provided at key axis
points.
• ‘Knuckles/bump-outs’ should be
provided at intersections to provide
traffic calming and to minimize
pedestrian crossing length.
• Sidewalk widths should be updated
to 10 feet in commercial areas, as
areas with heavy pedestrian traffic
benefit from wider sidewalks. Areas
around schools and parks may
be considered for six-foot-wide
sidewalks.

14
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Buffers and screening
These guidelines are intended to improve the character of the development by screening elements that
are essential but not aesthetically pleasing.

General guidelines for all uses
• Outdoor electrical/HVAC equipment» Wall-mounted utility meters shall not be mounted on the front elevation of a building.
» If visible from residential areas or the public right-of-way, meters and transformers shall be
screened by landscaping equal in height to the tallest meter or transformer.
» Plantings shall have a minimum installation height of eighteen (18) inches, be spaced no more
than eighteen (18) inches, edge to edge, and be expected to reach a height and width equal to or
greater than the utility service structures that are being screened.

~ Unscreened equipment

O Equipment screened with plantings

O Well-screened with a trellis/fence that matches the buildings

O Fence screening
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O Well-screened equipment

O Well-screened with plantings

~ Before screening O After screening with trees
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• Trash enclosures» Should be enclosed by a solid wall of the same material as the principle building and be equal to
or taller than the height of the tallest bin proposed for use.
» Trash enclosures shall be provided with gates to contain blowing trash, and a concrete pad and
approach apron. Consideration should be given to using an electronic key security system to
reduce illegal dumping.
» Trash enclosures should be located towards the rear of the site, unless it can be determined that a
location within a side yard is more appropriate to the functioning of the establishment. Under no
circumstances should they be permitted in a front yard.

~ Not preferred as material
of the enclosure does not
match the building

~ Not preferred- the enclosure
lacks doors to fully screen the
bins

~ Visibility through the enclosure
gates is not preferred

O Well-screened enclosure and
plantings that matches the building

O Enclosure that matches the
building and has a concrete pad
and apron

O Enclosure that matches
the building and has
foundation plantings

• Roof top mechanical units» Screening shall be accomplished by the roof structure or parapet walls and shall be designed to
blend with, and complement the architecture of the building.
» The height of screening shall equal the height of the tallest rooftop unit installed on the building.

O Metal screen around rooftop unit
of the same materials as the roof

16

O Metal screen around rooftop unit
of the same materials as the roof

O Screen that matches
the building facade
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Guidelines for areas between residential and non-residential uses
• Landscaping should be used to provide a transition (buffer) between neighboring properties, especially
between residential and non-residential uses.
• A landscaped berm, low wall or combination thereof should be installed to provide year round screening.
Placement of the landscape screen shall not impair the safety of pedestrian or vehicular traffic by
providing visibility for vehicular drivers at pedestrian crossing locations.
• Busy streets, parking lots and service areas visible from residential, institutional or mixed-use
developments should be screened with landscaped berms, low walls or a combination thereof that is at
least five feet (5’) high upon installation from the surface of the parking area.

O Landscaped berm between commercial and
residential uses

O Landscaped berm and plantings between residential
uses and a busy street

Guidelines for all commercial uses
• Screening in the form of landscaping should also be provided for outdoor storage. They should be
screened from adjacent properties, public rights-of-way, parking areas and pedestrian walkways by a
masonry wall, or year-round evergreen landscaping, except for entry to such facilities. The spacing of
the planting shall be in a double-row configuration, staggered, with five (5) foot spacing between the
centers of the main trunks.
• Off street parking and service areas visible from the public right of way should be screened with
landscaped berms, low walls or a combination thereof that is at least three feet (3’) high upon
installation from the surface of the parking area.
• Parking lots that are not otherwise fully screened from the public right-of-way shall be screened with
a hedge, berm, or similar treatment covering one hundred (100%) percent of the width of the parking
lot. Hedges should be maintained between 30” and 40” inches in height.
• An undulating landscape berm having an average height of 5’ with a 3:1 slope should be provided as
a buffer between all residential uses and arterial public roads or commercial uses, as well as between
multi-family and single-family uses.

O Landscaping around a commercial parking lot
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O Landscaped berm and plantings between commercial
parking lot and a busy street

17

E

Landscaping
Landscaping should be used as an opportunity to soften building exteriors and visually tie the
development together. This is achieved by screening parking or service areas, accenting entryways,
enhancing the appearance of buildings, buffering automobile traffic, creating an attractive, shaded
environment along street edges, and defining circulation for vehicles and pedestrians.

General guidelines for all uses
• Landscaping shall conform and incorporate existing
landscape and topographic features.
• Parkway trees- Parkway trees should be planted along all
roadways in a parkway strip between the sidewalk and
the roadway. Not less than one tree for every 35 linear feet
of right-of-way should be provided, however, clustered
landscape designs that provide a more creative parkway
treatment are encouraged. All parkways and other areas to
be grassed shall be sodded grass and not seeded.
• Native Landscaping- The use of native grasses, forbs, shrubs,
and trees should be strongly considered. Native species
can withstand a wide range of temperature extremes, use
less water, require less maintenance and fertilizers.
• Efficient Irrigation- Efforts should be undertaken to reduce
the amount of irrigation that is needed on site. Native plant
materials should be planted that require little irrigation.
Other ways to be efficient with irrigation is to utilize raintriggered shut-off devices, flow reducers, head layout
that only sprays in softscape spaces, and the use of drip
irrigation systems.
• Minimum heights for trees and shrubs upon installation
should be as follows:

Evergreen Trees

Ornamental Trees

Shade Trees

Shrubs

Not less than
8’ tall

Single stem- 2 1/2 caliper minimum at 4’ dbh

Not less than 3” caliper
as measured at 4’ dbh

Not less than 24” in
height, unless used
for screening (in
which case shrubs
shall not be less than
4’ in height

Multi stem- 6’ tall min.

18
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• Foundation Landscaping- Should be provided around the perimeter of a building to minimize the “hard
edge” that is created where the building meets the pavement and to break up large building masses.
Landscaping should be in scale with adjacent structures and be of appropriate size at maturity to
accomplish its intended purpose.
» At minimum, an eight-foot (8’) wide landscape area should
be provided adjacent to all building walls (excluding
driveways, entrance areas, covered walkways, service and
delivery areas).
» Foundation landscape areas shall be planted with a balance
of under-story and evergreen trees, shrubs, annual and
perennial flowers, and ground covers, designed to provide
year-round colors.
» Foundation landscape plantings should emphasize the
softening of large expanses of building walls length and
height, accent building entrances and architectural features
and screen mechanical equipment adjacent to buildings.
• The use of naturalized stormwater management techniques (bioswales, roofgardens, rain gardens and
naturalized drainage channels) as noted below is highly encouraged to reduce stormwater runoff:
» Bioswales- Vegetated swales that are located
in parking lot islands, adjacent to parking lots,
and near other large expanses of impervious
surfaces. The swales are planted with native
materials that slow the speed of runoff and
allow water to infiltrate back into the ground
instead of into storm sewers or detention
ponds.

» Rain gardens- Similar to bioswales, rain
gardens are vegetated depressions that slow
stormwater runoff and allow water to infiltrate
back into the ground. Native materials that can
tolerate wet and dry conditions are planted in
the bioswales and rain gardens. Rain gardens
can be located near buildings, in parkways,
and in and around parking areas.

» Naturalized Detention- A naturalized detention
area temporarily collects and stores stormwater
runoff in a ‘wetland’ type area. It is then
released at a slow and controlled rate to allow
it to infiltrate into the ground. These areas are
planted with native wetland plantings that can
tolerate severe wet and dry conditions.
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Guidelines for all residential uses
• Landscaping elements such as street trees, planters, flower beds, berms, and hedge rows should
be provided along the street and at neighborhood entryways to enhance the attractiveness of the
neighborhood. Plant materials that add color and form and that will complement the scale of the
residential buildings at maturity are recommended.

Guidelines for all commercial uses
• Plantings along storefronts should occur in raised planters to
buffer pedestrians from vehicles. Trees should be located in
planters or tree grates, and should tolerate urban conditions.
No ash trees shall be used.
• All plant materials should be selected for their durability and
tolerance to deicing salt and urban conditions.
• Fences and walls shall be a minimum of thirty-six (36) inches
in height, opaque, and shall be constructed of masonry, stone,
or of the same material as that of the principal building.
• Shrubs must be a minimum of twenty-four (24) inches in height at installation, with a minimum height
of thirty-six (36) inches within three (3) years after installation. Shrubs must be a locally adapted
species which retain foliage to within six (6) inches above ground level. Said shrubs shall be spaced
no more than eighteen (18) inches, edge to edge. No more than thirty percent (30%) of shrubs shall
be deciduous.
• Perimeter landscape setbacks shall be provided as follows:
» Landscaping should define entrances to parking lots and buildings.
» Where parking areas abut public streets, a planting area should be provided. These planting areas
should be treated with a mixture of canopy trees, shrubs and groundcover. Canopy trees should be
selected and installed such that the first lateral branches are not less than 7’-0” ht.
» Where parking areas abut residential properties a screen of perimeter planting area should be
provided. These areas should be treated with evergreen trees, opaque masonry or wood fences, or
a combination of planting and fencing.

20
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• Parking lots shall be landscaped as follows:
» Landscaping for the parking areas should be located in a manner that provides visual relief,
shading of the lot, green areas, and screening.
» Shrubs shall be spaced at a maximum of four feet (4’) on center.
» All parking lots should include landscape islands to improve not only the appearance of the site,
but also the overall on-site vehicular circulation patterns. They should be provided at a ratio of one
landscaped island for every ten (10) parking spaces, such that no parking space may be greater
than one hundred and ninety feet (90’) away from a landscape island. Each island shall be a
minimum of 10’ feet by 20’ feet in size and shall be concrete curbed and ground covered and shall
include at least one tree in addition to other shrubs and plant materials.
» Where possible, larger landscaped islands should be provided of sufficient size to sustain a diversity
of plant material and shall be designed to be irregularly shaped and placed within the parking lot
in a non-grid fashion in order to create relief in the monotonous layout of the parking lot.
» Within the setback area between the parking lot and public or private road, not less than one
tree shall be provided for every two (2) parking spaces within a distance of thirty (30’) feet of the
parking areas.
» Parking areas in the rear and side of lots require less screening and are therefore encouraged.

• On-site stormwater management
detention ponds, wetlands and
floodplain areas should be enhanced
to provide unique natural amenities
to the site. The following should be
incorporated into the design of the
detention ponds:
» Pedestrian connections to these
natural areas
» Pedestrian overlooks and other
seating areas that overlook
ponds and are immediately
adjacent to trails
» Native landscaping that tolerates
wet/dry conditions and attracts
wildlife
» Shallow pond slopes to support
native plantings and attract
wildlife
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F

Signage
Signs are a key element to the overall image and character of an area. Thus the shape, size, and scale
of signs are important. The guidelines below outline measures that will help prevent visual clutter and
foster a strong community image.
Way-finding and directional signs
• All way-finding, directional and parking control signs should be unobtrusive and consistent in format
for each development
• A limited number of colors should be used. Background colors that match the building color (or neutral),
and light graphics on a dark background are encouraged as they are visually appealing.
• No sign or its parts shall be permitted to be movable or rotating; nor shall any sign have illuminated
effects which convey the illusion of movement.
• Pedestrian access-ways should incorporate way-finding signage, lighting, bike storage and landscaping
to provide a safe and attractive walkway between the parking area and building entrance.
• Commercial buildings with multiple customer and/or service entrances shall have signage indicating a
door name or number identifier.

Monument signs
• Freestanding signs should be limited to ground or monument signs, and should be designed with
consistent design elements, such as a base material, height, and lettering style, to create a visual
continuity and quality to development.
• For residential uses, the sign should be located at least fifteen feet (15’) from the property line along
the street from which it is to be viewed and one hundred feet (100’) from any dwelling unit; and should
have a landscaped base.
• Multi-tenant buildings should develop a master sign plan which should be used to guide individual sign
design decisions. The number of graphic elements on a sign shall be held to the minimum needed to
convey the sign’s message and shall be composed in proportion to the area of the sign face.
• All signs should be individualized, expressive, durable and consistent with the architectural style, colors
and materials of the related building, without the use of distracting illumination or movement.
• Internal illumination is allowed and shall only be visible through the individual letters. the remaining
area of the sign shall be 100% opaque.
• The maximum height of a monument sign shall be eight feet (8’) unless the sign is set back farther
than the required minimum setback, and a maximum width of 8’. In that case, a bonus of three inches
(3”) in height is permitted for each foot of additional setback, to a maximum height of twelve feet (12’)
• Monument signs should have a minimum of 75 square feet of landscaping around the base, consisting
of at least 50 percent evergreens.
• Pole signs shall be prohibited.
22
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Lighting
These guidelines reinforce the importance of providing a safe passage for vehicles and pedestrians, and
enjoyment of the character of the area.
• Exterior lighting should balance the need for energy conservation with the needs for safety, security,
and decoration. Only lighting that is required for general safety and security should be provided on a
24-hour basis.
• All public areas accessible by vehicles, pedestrian areas and walkways shall be adequately lit to ensure
public safety.
• Timers and photo-sensors should be used for exterior lights to reduce the usage of electricity when
there is sufficient daylight.
• Appropriately scaled pedestrian and vehicular lighting should be provided.
• The area around bike racks should be sufficiently lit.
• Exterior lighting should be planned, erected and maintained so that light is confined to the property,
and does not cause direct glare or light spillage on adjacent properties or public rights of way. To
achieve this, cutoff luminaries shall be used, and light levels shall not exceed 0.2 foot-candle measured
at the property line.
• Motion activated spotlights can be used where enhanced security and safety is needed, but should not
spill over to adjacent properties or cause glare.
• Light poles shall not exceed twelve (12’) feet in height within residential projects, and shall not exceed
thirty feet (30’) within commercial projects.
• Light level measurements shall be in preformed in accordance with the Illuminating Engineering Society
of North America (IESNA) Lighting Handbook standards.
• All developments shall submit a photometric study and plan indicating light levels for buildings and
parking areas within the entire site.
• For exterior lighting requirements, the following minimum illuminance values are recommended:

Horizontal illuminance
on the floor
(footcandles)

Vertical illuminance Uniformity ratio,
at 5’ above floor
max. to min.
(footcandles)

5.0 max., 0.2 min.

2.0 max., 0.1 min.

Loading Platforms

10.0 average

3.0 average

Building entrances

5.0 average, 1.0 min.

3.0 average, 0.5 min.

3.0 average

10.0 average

Parking lots

Signs

30:1

Source- Illuminating Engineering Society of North America (IESNA) Lighting Handbook Standards 2000
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Fixtures:
• All light fixtures, shall consist of flush mounted, cut-off lighting, such that no part of the bulb or fixture
lens extends below the fixture housing.
• All light fixtures shall use white, metal-halide or LED equivalent lamps for energy efficiency and
consistent color rendition.
• Light fixtures shall be designed to aesthetically relate to the character of the development, should be
vandal-resistant by use of tamper proof hardware.
Flat lens fixture examples90 degree cut-off

Full Cut-off Luminaire
- Angle not to exceed 90 degrees
- Fixed luminaire required
- 12’ height maximum

ALLOWS:
- No light at 90 degrees
- 100candela per 1000 lamp lumens at 80 degrees

~ Lighting that is not directed downwards is not preferred as it causes glare
24
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PART 2: Architectural Design

1

Building Form, Proportions and Context
Common architectural guidelines and design elements applied throughout the Village will help establish
an attractive, unified visual image for the community. While the following guidelines apply to all proposed
new developments, renovations, and redevelopment efforts, architectural innovation is encouraged
within this framework.
Buildings should be designed in a manner that fit in with the surrounding development pattern
and context, with emphasis on the following:
The spatial relationship between
structures and the streets

Architectural elements in surrounding
developments

Circulation patterns

Existing vegetation and topography
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General design guidelines
• Building massing should be varied to create a logical hierarchy of building forms; to break up long
expanses of façade; to create shade and shadow; and to create a “human scale.” This can be done by
creating horizontal emphasis through the use of trim; adding awnings, eaves, windows, or architectural
ornamentation; use of complementary colors; and landscape materials.
• Facades should be broken up with architectural details, windows and other elements to create visual
interest and to avoid blank walls.
• All sides of buildings should be equally attractive. Architectural details such as texture, pattern, color,
and building form used on the front façade should be incorporated on the back and sides of the
buildings as well.

Guidelines for all residential uses
• New, infill housing should complement the relationships of the surrounding neighborhood through
such design elements as entries facing the street, roof pitches, balconies, front porches, and recessed
or detached garages.
• Unique, diverse, and original home styles with distinct character should be encouraged to create visual
interest and to avoid monotony.
• While no one defining style of architecture is recommended, each development project should be
evaluated based upon the quality of design and its relationship to the surrounding area.
• The scale of the structure should be within the human-scale and reflective of traditional neighborhoods,
so as not to overwhelm or dominate its surrounding.
• The repetition of identical forms creates an undesirable and monotonous streetscape. Therefore, to
create a variety and interest, the design of structures should be varied (i.e. non-repetitive).

O Variation in facade to create a distinct building character

2
3
1
O Variety in a repeated building form
by a change in the use of materials
roof forms
and windows

2

26

3

1
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Guidelines for multi-family uses
• Multi-family buildings and attached single-family residential units, such as townhouses and row homes,
should provide some form of usable exterior living space to offer residents open space for recreation.
Courtyards, patios, and porches are examples of such spaces.
• No two (2) multi-family dwellings of identical or similar front elevations or facades shall be constructed
or located on adjacent lots, nor shall there be constructed or located more than twenty five percent
(25%) of multi-family dwellings of the same or similar elevation or facade in any one block. A change
of front elevation or facade shall be deemed to exist when there is a substantial difference in roof line,
type and location of windows, and type, kind, color and arrangement of materials.
• Building entrances should be prominent and accessible from the public street.
• The first floors of buildings should be articulated as the most massive components of buildings and
incorporate masonry as a primary material.
• The upper floors of buildings should be articulated as lighter components of buildings and may
incorporate a variation of materials, including but not limited to, panel and siding materials.
• In multifamily structures, long, unbroken facades and box-like forms should be avoided. Facades should
be broken up to give the appearance of a collection of smaller structures. This articulation can be
accomplished with the use of balconies, setbacks and projections.
• To the extent possible, each unit of a multifamily structure should be individually identifiable.

O ‘Exterior living spaces’
(porches)

O Variation in facade

Prominent building entrance
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Guidelines for all commercial uses
• The design of a development, including the
arrangement and placement of building and
site amenities, should create a “human scale”
and be oriented to the pedestrian. Placement
of buildings close together oriented towards
public areas creates attractive and safe areas
for pedestrians.
• Each building or storefront should have
a clearly defined, highly visible entrance
accessible from the public street.
• Entrances are recommended to be recessed
into the façade.

~ Building entrance is not well defined in this case

• Secondary entrances shall be easily accessible
and convenient to building parking and
delivery areas, but should not be visually
dominant.
• Buildings located on corner lots should
integrate design features that create focal
points at intersections such as towers.
• Buildings should express clear definitions
between the building base, middle and top
via architectural articulation, including, but
not limited to: variations in building materials,
articulation of building coping and cornice,
and variations in roof lines.

~ Building entrances are not recessed nor well-defined

• The public street oriented facade of the
building should be transparent between the
height of three feet and eight feet above the
walkway grade for no less than 60 percent of
the horizontal length of the building facade.
Windows shall be recessed and should
include visually prominent sills, shutters, or
other such forms of framing.
• Long, uninterrupted wall or roof planes
should be avoided and signs, lighting, utilities
and services should be integrated with the
building design.

28

O Clearly defined building entrance with a

O Recessed entryways allow for better access without

recessed entryway

disrupting the flow of pedestrian traffic
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Top

Middle
Base

O Buildings should express clear definitions of the base, middle and top
Guidelines for stand alone/big box commercial uses
• All sides of the principal building that directly face an abutting public street shall feature at least one
customer entrance.
• Facades greater than 100 feet in length shall incorporate recesses and projections a minimum of three
feet in depth and a minimum of 20 contiguous feet within each 100 feet of facade length.
• Building facades shall include a repeating pattern that shall include no less than three of the following
elements: color change, texture change, material module change, or expression of architectural or
structural bay through a change in plane no less than 12 inches in width, such as an offset, reveal,
or projecting rib. At least one of these elements shall repeat horizontally. All elements shall repeat at
intervals of no more than 30 feet, either horizontally or vertically.
• Building entrances should be prominent and accessible, including such elements as large entry doors,
specialty paving, and architectural treatments that are complimentary to the site’s overall character.
• Buildings located on corner lots should integrate design features that create focal points at intersections
such as towers.
• Buildings should express clear definitions between the building base, middle and top via architectural
articulation, including, but not limited to: variations in building materials, articulation of building coping
and cornice, and variations in roof lines.
• Signs, lighting, utilities and services should be integrated with the building design.
• Service and delivery areas should be to the rear of the building and not be visually dominant.
• Sidewalks shall be provided along full length of the building for any facade featuring a customer
entrance and any facade abutting a public street. Such sidewalks shall be located at least six feet from
the facade of the building to provide planing beds for foundation landscaping.

O Well-defined entrance

O Foundation plantings
O Change in material
to define pedestrian
sidewalk
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2

Roof forms and materials
These guidelines for roof forms and materials help further define the quality of the buildings and
character of the development.

Guidelines for residential uses
Attached single family
• Roof lines should be pitched to imitate single-family dwellings, and could include features such as
gables, windows and dormers.
• Flat roofs are discouraged.
• Shingle style hip or gable roofs are encouraged.

O Varied roof line in an attached single family units
Multi-family
• Varied roof lines and roof heights are encouraged but should remain consistent and complimentary with
the overall building design; consider including parapets, gables, dormers, and overhangs as appropriate
to the façade design.
• Where the overall building design calls for accentuation of specific building areas, such as the public
entrance, gable ends and canopies may be incorporated as appropriate.
• Dormer windows are encouraged at upper floors to minimize the visual impact of taller structures from
the public street.
• Upper story cornices, friezes and gable ends should be clearly expressed with limestone, metal or wood
materials.
• When located on the roof of buildings, mechanical units should be concealed within the parapet walls
or behind screen panels that are compatible with the architecture of the building.
• Upper story cornices, friezes and gable ends should be clearly expressed with limestone, metal or wood
materials.

O Varied roof line in a detached single family house
30
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Guidelines for all commercial uses
• Long, straight roof lines should be avoided.
• Roof lines shall provide variations to reduce the massive scale of the structure and to add visual
interest. Roof lines shall have a change in height every 100 linear feet in the building length. Parapets,
mansard roofs, gable roofs, hip roofs, or dormers shall be used to conceal flat roofs and rooftop
mechanical equipment from public view. Alternating lengths and designs may be acceptable.
• When located on the roof of buildings, mechanical units should be concealed within parapet walls.
• Green roof: Vegetated roofs can assist with reducing the energy costs of heating and cooling buildings.
In addition, green roofs help to reduce urban heat islands, reduce the rate and quantity of stormwater
runoff, and provide unique and sometimes pedestrian accessible outdoor spaces. Green roofs require
waterproofing, sub-roof drainage, structural soil, and native plantings.

O Varied roof forms
and elements used to
prevent a monotonous
roof line
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3

Building materials and colors
These guidelines for building materials help further define the quality of the buildings and character of
the development.
• Predominant exterior materials must be of a high quality.
These include brick, wood, limestone, and tinted/textured
concrete masonry units. Smooth-faced concrete block or
pre-fabricated steel panels should not be used as the
predominant exterior building material.
• Façade colors should be of low reflectance, subtle,
neutral, or earth tone colors. The use of high intensity,
metallic, black, or fluorescent colors is discouraged.
• Building trim may feature brighter colors than facade
colors, but neon tubing is discouraged.
• Recycled construction materials: Where possible, the
use of recycled materials is strongly encouraged. Preconsumer and post-consumer content can incorporated
into building materials, site amenities, paving, and
various finishes.

O Varied use of materials and colors to
highlight the elements of the buildings

Guidelines for all residential uses
• Materials used for new construction should be suitable with those used in neighboring buildings, and
should not stand out in contrast to the rest.
• Balcony railings should be constructed of wood composite or metal materials.
• Where first floor structured parking is planned within a building development, the following façade
treatments are recommended:
» The first floors of buildings should incorporate masonry as a primary material.
» First floor exterior walls should be treated with vertical breaks in the building façade so as to create
interest and shadow, thereby minimizing potential monotony of expansive facades.
» Where feasible, exterior walls should be landscaped with appropriate planting materials so as to
minimize the visual impact of masonry walls.
» Garage door articulation shall be compatible with the architecture of the primary building.
» Where appropriate, decorative exterior wall features, such as treillage, art panels and lighting
may be considered as they are compatible with the architecture of the primary building. The
application of non-functional building components such as window panels, shutters and awnings
are discouraged.
• Garage doors should be consistent with the materials of
the house. Windows are encouraged on the garage doors
to soften its visual impact. Separate garage doors for
each bay are encouraged.
• Detached garages should have the same architectural
style, elements and materials of the house.

O Garage door with windows soften its
visual impact

32
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Guidelines for all commercial uses
• All exposed faces of commercial buildings shall be treated with quality architectural finishes.
» At a minimum, masonry materials, such as limestone and brick, should be incorporated at the first
floor of the commercial building. Rusticated stone is preferred.
» Upper story treatments may include a small percentage of siding materials such as fiber cement
siding, paneling,or other similar durable materials.
• Building cornices, friezes, lintels, sills and surrounds should be clearly expressed with limestone, metal
or wood materials.
• Where side or rear facades abut off street parking areas, those facades shall be treated with quality
architectural finishes including but not limited to, treillage, planters, lighting and signage.
• The upper floors of buildings should be articulated as lighter components of buildings and may
incorporate a variation of materials, including but not limited to, panel and siding materials.

O Use of a lighter material for the upper floor of the building

O Use of treillage and plants to
add color to the building facade
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O Use of masonry and lighting to highlight the building’s features
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4

Window articulation
These guidelines for window articulation help further define the quality of the buildings and character
of the development.

Guidelines for all residential uses
• Windows should have a repetitive rhythm which relates to the
overall exterior of the building.
• Windows should be articulated to add more detail to the façade.

Guidelines for all commercial uses
• Windows, awnings, entry areas and arcades shall total at least 60 percent of the facade length facing
a public street.
• Ground floors planned for retail or restaurant use should be comprised primarily of large display
windows that are clear glass, unless a specific alternative design is otherwise approved. Where clear
glass display windows are used, these exterior building walls should maintain a distinct masonry base
to separate glass materials from finished grade.
• Tinted and reflective glass is discouraged at the ground level so as not to interfere with the visual
connection between the indoor-outdoor environments.
• Windows should have a repetitive rhythm which relates to the overall exterior of the building.
• Exterior walls should be treated with vertical breaks in the building façade so as to create interest and
shadow, thereby minimizing potential monotony of expansive facades.
• Building corners, edges and entrances should be articulated to reduce visual monotony.

O Varied use of materials and colors to highlight the elements of the buildings

34
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Facade Elements
These guidelines for facade elements help further define the quality of the buildings and character of
the development.

Guidelines for all residential uses
• House design should include elements such
as front porches, bay windows, and pathways
leading to the front door.

O Bay window

• Upper floor façade enhancements such as
exposed rafter tails, brackets and treillage
are encouraged. These materials can be
constructed of wood composite or metal
materials.

O Framed doorway

• Inclusion of renewable energy like solar panels
or small wind turbines as facade elements
should be encouraged.

Guidelines for all commercial uses
• Buildings should provide a consistent pattern of architectural detailing, including the use of decorative
elements, changes in roof lines and fenestrations, vertical and horizontal articulation, and changes in
building materials and color.
• Building cornices, friezes, lintels, sills and surrounds should be clearly expressed with limestone or
metal materials.
• Awning and canopies are encouraged along the public walkway and at the primary building entries to
provide shade for pedestrians. Awning and canopy materials should be of a consistent color and design
and composed of compatible materials.
• Bay windows are encouraged as appropriate; they should maintain the same details as principal
façades: sills, lintels, cornices and expression lines.

O Use of trellis, canopies, and brackets to articulate the facade of the buildings
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6

Lighting
Buildings that are well lit enhance the appearance of the property. However, if they are over lit they
can cause glare and light pollution that hampers the enjoyment of surrounding property owners. These
guidelines strive to ensure that lighting is appropriate and minimizes the spill over light on adjacent
properties and glare.
• As applied to wall-mounted signs, preferred approaches include the use of flood lights attached on
goose-neck fixtures from the top of the roof or top of the sign, wall-wash lights mounted behind opaque
sign letters or elements, and up-lights mounted in an open area beneath the sign.
• The use of neon lighting and lettering on primary signage should be limited. Its use on secondary
signage or as an accent may be appropriate; however, high-intensity sign lights or the excessive
external illumination of any sign is inappropriate.

O Preferred
down lighting
that does not
produce glare

~ Not preferred as the lighting
produces glare

O Preferred pedestrian
oriented signage

O Lighting that is directed downwards and to light the signage or pathway is preferred

36

Design Guidelines | Village of Winfield

7

Signs
These guidelines are meant to ensure that signs are designed as integral architectural elements of the
building to which they principally relate.
• Signs should be of scale and proportion in design and form a visual relationship to the building and
surroundings. Their location and design should not obscure a building’s important architectural details
or overwhelm the architectural elements of the facade or building.
• Signs should not be mounted over the roof line.
• Recommended building signage should be mounted parallel and/or perpendicular to the building
façade. Perpendicular signs (cantilevered using brackets) should be used in pedestrian traffic areas.
• All mounting brackets and other hardware used to affix a sign to the wall shall be concealed by the sign
or integrated into the design of the sign.
• No advertising should be placed on the inclined portion of any awning, canopy or marquee, except as
in the form of lettering along the edge hanging perpendicular to the street. This type of signage should
be in addition to wall mounted primary signage and the lettering should be nine inches (9”) or less in
height.
• Projecting signs are encouraged for pedestrian friendly commercial areas.

O Good pedestrians signage

O Good auto oriented signage

Letters mounted on the facade
(directed towards auto users)
Lettering on edge of awning
(directed towards pedestrians)
Window signage that is not
distracting (directed towards
pedestrians)

O Combination of signage that caters
to pedestrians and vehicle users
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~ Lack of pedestrian
oriented signage
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PART 3: Town Center Design
The Town Center design guidelines serve as an update to the
community-wide Design Guidelines previously established
during the update of the Comprehensive Plan. Town Center
design guidelines provide an in-depth set of architectural design
standards addressing building appearance in accordance with
the overall design theme identified by Village leaders.
PURPOSE
For each community, the town center is the heart
and soul of the town. Although often no longer the
economic engine, the town center is the community’s
identity, offering a sense of place, source of pride,
and opportunity for social gathering and building
memories. It is fundamentally a public place that
offers unique opportunities for engagement, and
interaction of businesses and people. The town
center is a special, unique place – there is only
one place where these activities happen in each
community. It is more than an economic opportunity;
in fact, economic opportunity occurs because of the
special sense of place that is a town center. It is
this background that establishes the foundation for
the importance of creating and maintaining design
guidelines as the expression of community values,
and identity that ensures the town center is and
remains a special place.
The Town Center Design Guidelines serve as an
update to the community Design Guidelines
previously established for residential neighborhoods
and commercial centers. Town Center Design
Guidelines provide an in-depth set of site design and
architectural standards addressing building style,
appearance, materials, and pedestrian orientation.
While the design guidelines are intended to paint a
clear picture of the community’s design expectations,
they also provide adequate flexibility for creative
design. The Village requires that every project in the
Town Center follows these guidelines. However, the
Village also encourages creative solutions to design
challenges. There are many ways to meet a particular
guideline, and exceptions may be granted, such as in
the case of a highly original design.
The purpose of the Town Center design guidelines
is to further the vision of the Comprehensive Plan
and specific plans for the Village center by providing
standards for evaluating proposed commercial, mixeduse, multiple-family, and institutional developments
in the Town Center.
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ARCHITECTURAL THEME/IDENTITY

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: GENERAL GUIDELINES

The architectural design guidelines
for the Town Center have been
developed through a process
that engages Village leadership
in first determining the overall
architectural theme or identify
desired by local officials as an
expression of the Village’s identity.

Style can also be influenced by building type, as a style appropriate
for 1-2 story buildings may not work for larger, taller buildings.
The goal should not be on establishing or strictly adhering to any
one style, but to establish an overall architectural theme (character,
feel, look) that will provide Winfield with a unique, high quality, and
memorable identity. For each preferred style type (Craftsman and
Prairie) the following general design preferences were articulated
by Village leadership:

We shape our
buildings;
thereafter they
shape us.

“

“

This initial phase of the process
- Winston Churchill
included the identification of
commonly used design styles
appropriate to Winfield through
research of various building types. The selected images of building
types included four different architectural design styles/themes and
design elements – Tudor, Craftsman, Prairie, and Neo-traditional.
These images were the basis for recording preferences of Village
officials, including the Village Board and Plan Commission, through
the use of a web-based visual preference survey (VPS) to establish
a consensus on the general design direction.

• For each style, the architectural details expressed in the
buildings are important defining elements.

Overall Architectural Theme/Style
Of the four styles reviewed by Village leaders, Craftsman and Prairie
styles are the preferred architectural style types, with only slight
differences between both. Craftsman is the favored theme for two
and three-story buildings, with Prairie outscoring Craftsman for
one-story buildings. The neo-traditional style took third place, with
favorable ratings for larger three-story buildings. Tudor (English)
Revival is the least desirable theme by a significant percentage for
almost all images reviewed for every building type.

• Undesirable buildings have the following characteristics:
- Massive, more ‘boxy’ buildings with undifferentiated facades.
Long uninterrupted facades
- Insufficient windows, lighting
- Lack of natural earth tones and little building detailing
- Too monotonous facades, too repetitive design elements
- Lack of variation in the roofline

• Craftsman and Prairie styles can be complementary themes with
different styles determined by building heights.
• Desirable buildings have the following characteristics:
- Varied rooflines/heights and styles (pitched, gable, flat)
- More windows, light entering the building – a ‘lighter’ more
‘airly’ feel, high clerestory spaces
- Natural materials – wood, stone, with natural coloring

CRAFTSMAN STYLE

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE GUIDELINES

The craftsman style emerged after the turn of the 20th century as a derivation of the Arts and
Crafts movement and Asia’s wooden architectural tradition. Craftsman buildings emphasize
artful attention to detail and workmanship in both the exterior and interior spaces. It
celebrates the idea of using local, natural materials and clean lines to create custom finishes.
The goals of the craftsman style include a push for more functional designs done with great
attention to quality and with a mind for the simplistic beauty of nature.
The Craftsman style is defined by its low-pitched gabled roofs with broad eaves and exposed
wooden structural elements. The most common characteristics of a Craftsman style include
tapered columns that support the roof and are typically more sturdy at the bottom - becoming
smaller at the top, deep overhanging roof eaves, exposed rafter tails which are the beams
that stick out of the building and can be seen under the eaves, visible knee braces - the
exposed triangle that supports a deep roof eave from underneath, washed-out earth tones,
with a color palette tending toward browns and greens – colors that look like they might have
been pulled from natural dyes, and multi-pane windows cased in wide trim.

CRAFTSMAN STYLE

CRAFTSMAN STYLE

PRAIRIE STYLE

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE GUIDELINES

Prairie School is a late 19th and early 20th-century architectural style, most common to the
Midwestern United States. Part of the concern over the post-modern movement, the Prairie
Style, like the Craftsman Style, sought to promote simpler design, natural materials, and fine
craftsmanship. As a direct descendant of the Arts & Crafts philosophy, the Prairie School
style, like its Craftsman cousins, stresses purity of design and artistry in execution. The
building form is long and low with broad, overhanging eaves, and broad covered porches.
The Prairie style played on Midwest regional influences and incorporated stylized Japanese
elements that were very popular at the time. While gabled roof lines are present, low-hipped
roofs became a definitive characteristic of this style.
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PRAIRIE STYLE

PRAIRIE STYLE
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DESIGN ELEMENTS
The following design elements provide specific guidelines and
examples of the craftsman and prairie architectural styles that are
appropriate for Winfield’s Town Center. It is the intent that these
design elements will be used as a pallet of architectural features to be
applied to the design of various building types. The application of the
design elements will likely vary by nature of the land use (e.g. retail,
office, residential), and by the height of the building.

a

Roof Forms
A low-pitched or
gabled roof. These
roofs typically have
a wide, unenclosed
eave overhangs
with decorative
supports.

1 Low-pitched cross-gabled or a side-gabled roof with
unenclosed eave overhang.

2 Low-pitched hip roofs with wide eaves.
3 Gable and shed roof building form projections to articulate
large elevations.

4 Board and batten cladding at gable ends.
5 Triangular braces and exposed rafters.
6 Exposed roof rafters and decorative beams or braces.
2

5

2

5

1

5

6

6

3
2
6

2
3

4

6
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b

Materials & Colors
Earthy colors. Craftsman and Prairie styles are
often painted in a nature-inspired palette of
browns, autumn reds, rust, and greens to blend
seamlessly with natural surroundings. These styles
include an emphasis on more functional designs
done with great attention to quality and with a
mind for the simplistic beauty of nature. The color
and material palettes reflect this tradition. Despite
the mostly muted palettes, one or two contrasting
colors are typically used to highlight architectural
features like trim or decorative supports. Earthy
browns, muted greens, and cool blues provide the
basic subset of the classic craftsman color palette.
Other elements include:

7 Clapboard or shingle siding and wooden accents, with
masonry or stone base.

8 Natural earth tones.
9 Brick, limestone, natural stone.
10 Dark wood trim and half-timbering imitation.

7

10

8
9

8

10

7

9
8

8

9

7
10

8
9
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c

Window Articulation
11 Ribbons of windows, often casements emphasize the

Multi-pane instead of
single-pane windows are
often grouped together and
cased in wide trim. Like
a few other Craftsman
details, this window style
originated with the Prairie
architectural style.

horizontality of the overall design.

12 Multiple small panes above the single large pane.
13 Bands of multiple pane transom windows.
14 Large floor to ceiling glass panels for storefront
pedestrian areas.

15 Recessed or inset window openings.

13
13

11

12

11

15

13
11
14

12

12

15

13

15
11

14
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d

Façade Elements
The design of building façades is important for ensuring the appropriate scale
and character of buildings in the Town Center. Finely detailed and articulated
building façades create a rich character and human scale.
16 Building design shall incorporate a

360-degree design, understanding that all
of the built environment should be well
designed, not just that visible from public
areas.

17 Utilize building setbacks and arcaded

spaces as an extension of the sidewalk
to provide adequate space for pedestrian
movement and activity. This space can be
used for outdoor seating, street furniture,
landscaping, and public art that can enliven
the streetscape.

18 Create visual interest in building façades and
break up the mass of large-scale buildings
with articulation in form, architectural
details, and changes in materials and colors.

Windows should be located at a pedestrian
19 scale at the street level and to maximize
daylighting and views for the interior.

20
21

Architectural lighting should enhance a front
building façade during night-time hours.
Wall openings, such as storefront windows
and doors, shall comprise at least 50 percent
of a building’s street-level façade.

Clear glass for wall openings, i.e., doors and
windows, shall be used along all streetlevel façades for maximum transparency,
especially in conjunction with retail uses.
22 Dark-tinted, reflective, or opaque glazing is
not permitted for any required wall opening
along street level façades.

Craftsman and Prairie architectural styles almost always
feature a mix of materials, but ornamentation is kept to
a minimum. The siding is typically wooden clapboard
(though shingled siding is also common), brick, stucco,
limestone, with porch piers and foundations often made
of natural stone. Other elements include:

23 Gable or shed roof entry porch and/or
building form projection.

24 Entry area supported by piers that extend
to the ground.

25 Massive square or tapered porch posts.
26 Substantial wooden trim around windows
and doors.

27 Horizontal emphasis with asymmetrical
massing.

28 Vertical emphasis with or without
asymmetrical massing.

29 Building design expression consisting of a
base, middle, and top.

The images below and on the next page provide a range of
traditional and modern applications of the desired façade
design elements referenced above to provide further
direction and flexibility on the overall architectural theme
suitable for Winfield’s Town Center.
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Glossary
Articulation

Refers to the division of a building into meaningful parts. Elements of articulation include
treatment to porches, balconies, doors, windows, roofs, materials and other architectural
details. The appropriate scale for articulation is often a function of the size of the building and
the adjacent public spaces including sidewalks, planting zones, and roadways.

By-Right

By right development refers to projects that are permitted under their current zoning and do
not require any legislative action by the Village Board or the Zoning Board of Appeals. They are
approved administratively and do not require public hearings.

Curb cut

A curb cut is a break in a curb and sidewalk allowing access from the roadway to a parking lot
or driveway.

DBH

Diameter at Breast Height is used to measure the height of trees and shrubs, by measuring
them at the height of an adult’s breast. It is used to determine things like growth, volume, yield
and forest potential, and is a measurement of the outside bark diameter at breast height.

Elevation
A scaled drawing of the side, front, or rear of a building or structure.

Facade

The face of a building, especially the principal front elevation that faces a street or open space.

Foot Candles

A foot-candle is a measurement of light intensity and is defined as a unit of illumination equal
to that given by a source of one candle at a distance of one foot (equivalent to one lumen per
square foot).

Green Roof

A green roof or living roof is a roof of a building that is partially or completely covered with
vegetation and a growing medium, planted over a waterproofing membrane. It may also include
additional layers such as a root barrier, and drainage and irrigation systems.

Hardscape

Refers to the surface built environment including paved areas like streets & sidewalks, structures,
walls, street amenities, pools and fountains.

Human Scale

Human scale can be defined as the proportional relationship, balance, or measurement of the
physical environment (buildings, roads, trees, parking lots, streets, etc.) to human dimensions.
It means that these features are not so imposing or large as to overwhelm the people who live
among them.
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Impervious paving

Impervious surfaces are mainly artificial structures—such as pavements (roads, sidewalks,
driveways and parking lots) that are covered by impenetrable forms/arrangements of asphalt,
concrete, brick, and stone, and rooftops.

Knuckles

Curb extensions at mid-block or intersection corners that narrow a street by extending the
sidewalk or widening the planting strip. Also called chokers, neck-downs, bulb-outs, or corner
bulges.

Monument Sign

This is a ground sign generally having a low profile, is detached from the building and has a
support structure that is a solid-appearing base constructed of a permanent material, such as
masonry, wood, concrete block or brick.

Native Plants

Native plant is a term used to describe plants indigenous to a given area in geologic time. This
includes plants that have developed, occur naturally, or existed for many years in an area (e.g.
trees, flowers, grasses, and other plants).

Pedestrian plaza

Pedestrian plazas are built-up areas between buildings or streets closed off to automobile
traffic, usually lined with storefronts and used as a public square, marketplace, or similar open
space for community activities.

Permeable

Permeable paving is a range of sustainable materials and techniques for permeable pavements
with a base and sub-base that allow the movement of storm-water through the surface. In
addition to reducing runoff, this effectively traps suspended solids and filters pollutants from
the water.

Structured Parking

Refers to an above-grade, ramp access, open-air structure/building specifically designed to
accommodate vehicle parking.

Streetscape
Refers to the natural and man-made elements in or near the street right of way, including
buildings, building setbacks, lawns, sidewalks, street furniture, street trees, signs, street lights,
transportation amenities, and public art.

Design Guidelines | Village of Winfield

47

